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Author Peter Zheutlin—Spin on Zoom
  Wed., June 2nd            7:00–8:00 PM
Spin is based on the true story of an ancestor of 
Peter Zheutlin, a Jewish mother from Boston 
who, on June 25, 1894, stood before a crowd 
of 500 friends, family, suffragists and curious 
onlookers at the Massachusetts State House. 
Annie Cohen Kopchovksy then climbed onto 
a 42-pound Columbia bicycle and, accord-
ing to the Boston Evening Transcript, “sailed away like a kite 
down Beacon Street.” It was, declared Joseph Pulitzer’s New York 
World more than fifteen months later, “the most extraordinary 
journey ever undertaken by a woman.”
Reportedly set in motion by a wager between two wealthy Boston 
merchants, the bet required Annie not only to circle the earth by 
bicycle in 15 months, but to earn $5,000 en route, as well. This 
was no mere test of a woman’s physical endurance and mental 
fortitude; it was a test of a woman’s ability to fend for herself in 
the world. 
Annie turned every Victorian notion of female propriety on its 
ear. Not only did she abandon, temporarily, her role of wife and 
mother (scandalous in the 1890s), but for most of the journey she 
rode a man’s bicycle attired in a man’s riding suit. She earned 
her way selling photographs of herself, appearing as an attraction 
in stores, and by turning herself into a mobile billboard, renting 
space on her body and her bicycle to advertisers eager to benefit 
from this colorful spectacle on wheels. Indeed, she traveled under 
an assumed name, paid by her first corporate sponsor, The Lon-
donderry Lithia Spring Water Company of New Hampshire, to 
call herself “Annie Londonderry.”
Traveling with only a change of clothes and a pearl-handled 
revolver, Annie was outlandish, brash, and charismatic—a 
master of public relations, a consummate self-promoter, and a 
skillful creator of her own myth. Yet, for more than a century her 
remarkable story was lost to history.

In Spin (Pegasus Books, June 1, 2021), Peter rei-
magine’s his great-grandaunt Annie’s extraordinary 
adventure. This follows his 2007 non-fiction account, 
Around the World on Two Wheels: Annie Lon-

donderry’s Extraordinary Ride (Citadel Press/Kensington). 
Join the Library as we celebrate the launch of this new book by 
Peter Zheutlin! 
**Registration for this program is required on Assabet to 
receive the Zoom link. Register here at: 
https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/

Library Hours:Library Hours:
Monday                              9:00 am - 9:00 pmMonday                              9:00 am - 9:00 pm
Tues. - Fri.                     9:00 am - 5:30 pmTues. - Fri.                     9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturdays                     9:00 am - 5:00 pm Saturdays                     9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Contact the Library at 781-455-7559 Contact the Library at 781-455-7559 

LIBRARY REOPENING ON TUESDAY, 
JUNE 1ST AT 9:00 AM

The Needham Free Public Library will reopen to the public 
for indoor access beginning Tuesday, June 1st at 9:00 AM.  
Curbside pickup will cease at 4:30 PM on Saturday, May 
29th.  While masks will not be required in the adult and 
young adult areas of the library, they will not be discour-
aged.  
You will be able to browse for books, DVDs, and all of the 
other library collections; place reserves for items; reserve a 
study room; and use the library’s computers. Please contin-
ue to return all items in the Rosemary Street Book Drops.  
The Children’s Room will be open for book and other 
items borrowing.  The Play Area and the STEAM Room 
will remain closed.  Mask wearing will be required in the 
Children’s Room.
When the Library does reopen, the tradition adopted dur-
ing the Pandemic of not charging fines for overdue materi-
als will continue.  The Board of Library Trustees voted to 
join the growing number of libraries that have ceased charg-
ing fines for overdue materials.  Rather than be a deterrent 
to keeping items overdue, studies have shown that charging 
overdue fines actually adds to the reasons that people keep 
library material beyond the due date.  The increasing daily 
fines causes people to be embarrassed to bring the materials 
to the library.
Another change that borrowers may notice is that the 
Friends’ Rental Collection has been abolished.  Before the 
Pandemic started, use of this collection was shrinking.  This 
collection was self-supporting, and the funds collected for 
rentals were diminishing to the point where they no longer 
supported the collection.



Summer Reading Clubs for Tweens, Teens and Adults

Introducing Mobile Checkout using the Minuteman App on your Device
Using the Minuteman App (downloadable via the App Store on your     
device), and then choosing the Needham Free Public Library during
the setup of your account in the App, you can now checkout youritems 
yourself without having to wait in line at the Circulation Desk. A 
Minuteman patron with this product on their mobile app can check 
out any item in any Minuteman library (even those not participating).
By selecting the menu item (under My Account), patrons are taken to a 
screen that allows them to scan a barcode with their device’s camera 
(you will need to give your device camera permission 
to do so during setup), or manually enter the barcode 

number. The app sends the checkout request to Sierra (Minuteman’s 
Circulation Software), which calculates the patron’s eligibility for that 
item. If approved, the item is checked-out to the patron, following the 
loan rule of the selected library. The device displays the title and due 
date. If the patron is ineligible to borrow that item for any reason, the 
checkout is declined and the app displays the message “Unable to bor-
row”.  If you do receive this message, please go to the Circulation Desk 
to inquire why.





Upcoming Book Discussions

NPL Book Group
Tuesday, June 8th                       1:00 PM
Amsterdam 
by Ian McEwan
On a chilly February day, two old friends meet in 
the throng outside a London crematorium to pay 
their last respects to Molly Lane. Both Clive Linley 
and Vernon Halliday had been Molly’s lovers in the 
days before they reached their current eminence: Clive is Britain’s 
most successful modern composer, and Vernon is a newspaper editor. 
Gorgeous, feisty Molly had other lovers, too, notably Julian Gar-
mony, Foreign Secretary, a notorious right-winger tipped to be the 
next prime minister. In the days that follow Molly’s funeral, Clive 
and Vernon will make a pact with consequences that neither could 
have foreseen…Please email neemail1@minlib.net if you wish 
to have your email address added to our monthly Zoom link 
mailing. **July 13, 2021—The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzger-
ald**

The Bookworm’s Evening Book Club 
Monday, June 21st        7:00 PM
The Guest List by Lucy Foley
On an island off the coast of Ireland, guests gather 
to celebrate two people joining their lives together as 
one. The groom: handsome and charming, a rising 
television star. The bride: smart and ambitious, a 
magazine publisher. It’s a wedding for a magazine, 
or for a celebrity: the designer dress, the remote 
location, the luxe party favors, the boutique whiskey. The cell phone 
service may be spotty and the waves may be rough, but every detail 
has been expertly planned and will be expertly executed. But perfec-
tion is for plans, and people are all too human. As the champagne 
is popped and the festivities begin, resentments and petty jealousies 
begin to mingle with the reminiscences and well wishes. The grooms-
men begin the drinking game from their school days. The brides-
maid not-so-accidentally ruins her dress. The bride’s oldest (male) 
friend gives an uncomfortably caring toast. And then someone turns 
up dead. Who didn’t wish the happy couple well? And perhaps more 
important, why?   **September 27, 2021— TBA.**
**Registration required on Assabet to receive the Zoom link. 
Register here at: https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/
calendar/

This Month in the Friends’ Gallery

Mark Richards
All Needham All The Time



Music with Stacey Peasley for ages 2-5
Wed., June 2nd  10:00 AM
Mon., June 21st  10:00 AM

Sing-Along with Ed
Fri., June 11th  10:00 AM
Thurs., June 17th  10:00 AM

Preschool Palooza—Wed., June 9th, 16th, 
23rd and 30th @ 10:00 AM
Join Ms. Elise for stories, song, and movement. 
Read to Tucker the Reading Dog
Build confidence in reading with Tucker the 
popular therapy dog.  Tuesday, June 8th and 22nd 
at 3:00 PM. Individual 15-minute reading sessions 
for kindergarten and older.

Dance Me a Story
Tues., June 15th  10:00 AM
Join Princess Lisa from the Joanne Langione Dance 
Center for an enchanting tale and dance for ages 1 
to 5.

Children’s Virtual Programs in JuneChildren’s Virtual Programs in June

Make and Take Craft Kits 

Animal Surprise Craft
Week of June 21st  for ages 4+ while supplies 
last. Registration opens June 7th.

Registration begins two weeks before events. Go to 
https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/ 
to register for these sessions.

Trick Your Brain Optical Illusions
Optical Illusions STEM Activities.  
Registration opens May 24th with craft 
pickup the week of June 7th for ages 5+ 
while supplies last.

Calling all Pet Lovers...
Do you have a pet? Do you love 
seeing cute pictures of animals? Are 
you interested in seeing what pets 
other people have? We are asking all 
proud pet parents to post photos of 
their pets to our library Facebook 

page  https://www.facebook.com/NeedhamFreePub-
licLibrary/ and Instagram this summer as we celebrate 
our Summer Reading theme for all ages called Tails and 
Tales.

Lily’s Grooves Storytime on Zoom
 Tues., June 22nd          10:00 AM

Join author Chris Minor as he 
reads his tale about a music-
loving cat. For ages 4 and up.
Registration for  this event 
through the online calendar at

needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar



Teen/Tween & Adult Craft Activities for JuneTeen/Tween & Adult Craft Activities for June

**Registration for these programs is required on Assabet to 
receive the Zoom link. Register here at:
https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/










