
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion: Celebrate LGBTQ+ Stories!

All adults here by Emma Straub
◆ Book◆ Large Print ◆ eBook
◆ Digital Audiobook

In All Adults Here, Emma Straub's unique alchemy of
wisdom, humor and insight come together in a deeply
satisfying story about adult siblings, aging parents,
high school boyfriends, middle school mean girls, the
lifelong effects of birth order, and all the other things
that follow us into adulthood, whether we like them to
or not

America is not the heart by Elaine Castillo
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
How many lives fit in a lifetime? When Hero De

Vera arrives in America--haunted by the political
upheaval in the Philippines and disowned by her
parents--she's already on her third. Her uncle gives
her a fresh start in the Bay Area, and he doesn't ask
about her past. His younger wife knows enough about
the might and secrecy of the De Vera family to keep
her head down. But their daughter--the first
American-born daughter in the family--can't resist
asking Hero about her damaged hands. An
increasingly relevant story told with startling lucidity,
humor, and an uncanny ear for the intimacies and
shorthand of family ritual, America Is Not the Heart is
a sprawling, soulful debut about three generations of
women in one family struggling to balance the
promise of the American dream and the unshakeable
grip of history

A beautiful crime : a novel by Christopher
Bollen
◆ Book◆ eBook

When Nicholas Brink leaves New York City to join
Clay Guillory in Italy, he thinks he knows what he's
getting into. His more experienced boyfriend has
come into a small inheritance from an eccentric
bohemian artist: the windfall consists of counterfeit
heirlooms as well as a share in a decrepit Venetian
palazzo. Clay hopes to use Nick's connection to an
antiques dealer to unload the fake silver on a brash,
unsuspecting American. Clay's smarts and Nick's
charm are the keys to pulling off their scheme. Nick is
no naïve pawn--he takes quickly to Venice's magic
and beauty and embeds himself in the city's monied
social orbit. Clay, meanwhile, finds in the Floating City
a chance to settle old scores. After pulling off their
initial con, however, Nick decides that more money
can be made in Venice to set them up for life--even if
their next move involves drastically greater risks. As it
turns out, nothing in Venice is as it seems, and more
than one life stands in the way of their happiness

Bestiary : a novel by K-Ming Chang
◆ Book◆ eBook
With a poetic voice of crackling electricity, K

Ming Chang is an explosive young writer who
combines the wit and fabulism of Helen Oyeyemi with
the magical realist aesthetic of Maxine Hong
Kingston. Tracing one family's history from Mainland
China to Taiwan, from Arkansas to California, Bestiary
is a novel of migration, queer lineages, and
womanhood.

The book of salt by Monique Truong
◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
In Paris,1934, Binh accompanies his

employers, Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas, to the
train station for their departure to America. His own
destination is unclear: will he go with "the Steins," stay
in France, or return to his native Vietnam? Binh has
fled his homeland in disgrace, leaving behind his
malevolent charlatan of a father and his
self-sacrificing mother. For five years, he has been
the live-in cook at the famous apartment at
twenty-seven rue de Fleurus. Before Binh's decision
is revealed, his mesmerizing narrative catapults us
back to his youth in French-colonized Vietnam, his
years as a galley hand at sea, and his days turning
out fragrant repasts for the doyennes of the Lost
Generation.

Detransition, baby by Torrey Peters
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
A novel about three women--transgender and

cisgender--whose lives collide after an unexpected
pregnancy forces them to confront their deepest
desires around gender, motherhood, and sex.

Disoriental by Négar Djavadi
◆ Book◆ eBook
Kimiâ Sadr fled Iran at the age of ten in the

company of her mother and sisters to join her father in
France. Now twenty-five and facing the future she has
built for herself as well as the prospect of a new
generation, Kimiâ is inundated by her own memories
and the stories of her ancestors, which come to her in
unstoppable, uncontainable waves. In the waiting
room of a Parisian fertility clinic, generations of
flamboyant Sadrs return to her, including her
formidable great-grandfather Montazemolmolk, with
his harem of fifty-two wives, and her parents, Darius
and Sara, stalwart opponents of each regime that
befalls them
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Here comes the sun by Nicole Dennis-Benn
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
Capturing the distinct rhythms of Jamaican life
and dialect, Nicole Dennis- Benn pens a tender

hymn to a world hidden among pristine beaches and
the wide expanse of turquoise seas. At an opulent
resort in Montego Bay, Margot hustles to send her
younger sister, Thandi, to school. Taught as a girl to
trade her sexuality for survival, Margot is ruthlessly
determined to shield Thandi from the same fate.
When plans for a new hotel threaten their village,
Margot sees not only an opportunity for her own
financial independence but also perhaps a chance to
admit a shocking secret: her forbidden love for
another woman.

The hours by Michael Cunningham
◆ Book◆ eBook
The Hours tells the story of three women:

Virginia Woolf, beginning to write Mrs. Dalloway as
she recuperates in a London suburb with her husband
in 1923; Clarissa Vaughan, beloved friend of an
acclaimed poet dying from AIDS, who in modern-day
New York is planning a party in his honor; and Laura
Brown, in a 1949 Los Angeles suburb, who slowly
begins to feel the constraints of a perfect family and
home. By the end of the novel, these three stories
intertwine in remarkable ways, and finally come
together in an act of subtle and haunting grace.

Less : a novel by Andrew Sean Greer
◆ Book◆ Audiobook◆ eBook◆ Digital
Audiobook

Receiving an invitation to his ex-boyfriend's wedding,
Arthur, a failed novelist on the eve of his fiftieth
birthday, embarks on an international journey that
finds him falling in love, risking his life, reinventing
himself, and making connections with the past.

A little life : a novel by Hanya Yanagihara
◆ Book◆ Audiobook◆ eBook
When four classmates from a small

Massachusetts college move to New York to make
their way, they're broke, adrift, and buoyed only by
their friendship and ambition ... Over the decades,
their relationships deepen and darken, tinged by
addiction, success, and pride. Jude, by midlife a
terrifyingly talented litigator yet an increasingly broken
man, his mind and body scarred by an unspeakable
childhood, and haunted by what he fears is a degree
of trauma that he'll not only be unable to
overcome--but that will define his life forever

Long black veil by Jennifer Finney Boylan
◆ Book
When the body of a college friend is discovered
twenty years after her disappearance, Judith,

the only witness who can testify to the innocence of
the chief suspect, is forced to confront dark secrets
from her past that compromise the healthy life she
has built for her family.

Memorial by Bryan Washington
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
Mike is a Japanese American chef at a

Mexican restaurant. Benson is a Black daycare
teacher. When Mike finds out his estranged father is
dying in Osaka just as his acerbic Japanese mother,
Mitsuko, arrives in Houston for a visit, Mike picks up
and flies across the world to say goodbye. In Japan
he discovers the truth about his family and his past.
Back home, Mitsuko and Benson are stuck living
together, but their time together ends up meaning
more than they ever could have predicted. As both
men change, will it make them stronger together, or
fracture everything they've ever known?

The night watch by Sarah Waters
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
Four Londoners’ lives intersect in this novel set

during and after World War II: Former ambulance
driver Kay lives life fast, wandering the war-torn
streets and hunting for other women. Kind and clever
Helen guards her secrets--and her lover--closely.
Glamorous Viv remains utterly devoted, for better or
worse, to the soldier she adores. And Duncan fights
to make a new life for himself after spending time in
prison. As these four people survive the devastation
of war and experience life's dizzying highs, their paths
cross in ways none of them can foresee.

Plain bad heroines by Emily M. Danforth
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
1902, the Brookhants School for Girls. Flo and

Clara are obsessed with each other and with Mary
MacLane, the author of a scandalous bestselling
memoir.The girls’ bodies are discovered in a nearby
apple orchard and the Brookhants School for Girls
closes its doors forever. The now abandoned and
crumbling Brookhants is back in the news when writer
Merritt Emmons publishes a breakout book
celebrating the queer, feminist history surrounding the
"haunted and cursed" Gilded Age institution. Her book
inspires a controversial horror film adaptation but as
Brookhants opens its gates once again for filming,
soon it's impossible to tell where the curse leaves off
and Hollywood begins.
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The pull of the stars by Emma Donoghue
◆ Book◆ Audiobook ◆ eBook
◆ Digital Audiobook
In an Ireland doubly ravaged by war and

disease, Nurse Julia Power works at an understaffed
hospital in the city center, where expectant mothers
who have fallen sick are quarantined into a separate
ward to keep the plague at bay. Into Julia's
regimented world step two outsiders, a woman doctor
who is a rumored Rebel, and a teenage girl, Bridie,
procured by the nuns from their orphanage as an
extra set of hands. At first, this Bridie seems
unschooled in life, she makes up a bed with only the
rubber mat and savors the weak tea and barely edible
porridge from the hospital kitchen. But in the intensity
of this ward, over three brutal days, Julia and the
women come together in unexpected ways.

Real life by Brandon Taylor
◆ Book
Almost everything about Wallace, an

introverted African-American transplant from
Alabama, is at odds with the lakeside Midwestern
university town where he is working toward a biochem
degree. For reasons of self-preservation, Wallace has
enforced a wary distance even within his own circle of
friends -- some dating each other, some dating
women, some feigning straightness. But a series of
confrontations with colleagues, and an unexpected
encounter with a young straight man, conspire to
fracture his defenses, while revealing hidden currents
of resentment and desire that threaten the equilibrium
of their community

The secret to superhuman strength by Alison
Bechdel
◆ Book

A profoundly affecting graphic memoir of Bechdel's
lifelong love affair with exercise, set against a
hilarious chronicle of fitness fads in our times

So lucky : A Novel by Nicola Griffith
◆ eBook
Mara Tagarelli is, professionally, the head of a

multi-million-dollar AIDS foundation; personally, a
committed martial artist. But her life has turned inside
out like a sock. She can't rely on family, her body is
letting her down, and friends and colleagues are
turning away—they treat her like a victim. She needs
to break that narrative: build her own community,
learn new strengths, and fight. But what do you do
when you find out that the story you've been told, the
story you've told yourself, is not true? How can you
fight if you can't trust your body?

Something to talk about by Meryl Wilsner
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
A showrunner and her assistant give the world
something to talk about when they accidentally

fuel a ridiculous rumor in this debut romance.
Hollywood powerhouse Jo is photographed making
her assistant Emma laugh on the red carpet, and just
like that, the tabloids declare them a couple. They
begin to realize the rumor might not be so off base
after all... but is acting on the spark between them
worth fanning the gossip flames?

Sorrowland by Rivers Solomon
◆ Book◆ eBook
Vern—seven months pregnant and desperate

to escape the strict religious compound where she
was raised—flees for the shelter of the woods. There,
she gives birth to twins, and plans to raise them far
from the influence of the outside world. But even in
the forest, Vern is a hunted woman. Forced to fight
back against the community that refuses to let her go,
she unleashes incredible brutality far beyond what a
person should be capable of, her body wracked by
inexplicable and uncanny changes. To understand her
metamorphosis and to protect her small family, Vern
has to face the past, and more troublingly, the
future—outside the woods.

Speak no evil : a novel by Uzodinma Iweala
◆ Book ◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
On the surface, Niru leads a charmed life.

Raised by two attentive parents in Washington, D.C.,
he's a top student and a track star at his prestigious
private high school. Bound for Harvard in the fall, his
prospects are bright. But Niru has a painful secret: he
is queer--an abominable sin to his conservative
Nigerian parents. No one knows except Meredith, his
best friend, the daughter of prominent Washington
insiders--and the one person who seems not to judge
him. When his father accidentally discovers Niru is
gay, the fallout is brutal and swift. Coping with
troubles of her own, however, Meredith finds that she
has little left emotionally to offer him. As the two
friends struggle to reconcile their desires against the
expectations and institutions that seek to define them,
they find themselves speeding toward a future more
violent and senseless than they can imagine
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These violent delights by Micah Nemerever
◆ Book
When Paul and Julian meet as university
freshmen in early 1970s Pittsburgh, they are

immediately drawn to one another. A talented artist,
Paul is sensitive and agonizingly insecure,
incomprehensible to his working-class family, and
desolate with grief over his father's recent death. Paul
sees the wealthy, effortlessly charming Julian as his
sole intellectual equal - an ally against the
conventional world he finds so suffocating. He idolizes
his friend for his magnetic confidence. But as
charismatic as he can choose to be, Julian is also
volatile and capriciously cruel. And admiration isn't the
same as trust. As their friendship spirals into an
all-consuming intimacy, Paul is desperate to protect
their precarious bond, even as it becomes clear that
pressures from the outside world are nothing
compared with the brutality they are capable of
inflicting on one another.

Tipping the velvet by Sarah Waters
◆ Book◆ eBook
Lavishly crammed with the songs, smells, and

costumes of late Victorian England, this delicious,
steamy debut novel chronicles the adventures of a
young girl whose fortunes are forever changed when
she falls in love with a cross-dressing music-hall
singer.

Under the rainbow by Celia Laskey
◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
Big Burr, Kansas, is the kind of place where

everyone seems to know everyone, and shares the
same values—or keeps their opinions to themselves.
But when a national nonprofit labels Big Burr "the
most homophobic town in the U.S." and sends in a
task force of queer volunteers in an
experiment—they'll live and work in the community for
two years in an attempt to broaden hearts and
minds—no one is truly prepared for what will ensue.
Furious at being uprooted from her life in L.A. and
desperate to fit in at her new high school, Avery fears
that it's only a matter of time before her "gay
crusader" mom outs her. Still grieving the death of her
son, Linda welcomes the arrivals, who know
mercifully little about her past. And for Christine, the
newcomers are not only a threat to the comforting
rhythms of Big Burr life, but a call to action. As
tensions roil the town, cratering relationships and
forcing closely guarded secrets into the light,
everyone must consider what it really means to
belong.

Under the udala trees by Chinelo Okparanta
◆ Book◆ eBook
A young Nigerian girl, displaced during their
civil war, begins a powerful love affair with

another refugee girl from a different ethnic community
until the pair are discovered and must learn the cost
of living a lie amidst taboos and prejudices.

Written in the stars by Alexandria Bellefleur
◆ Book ◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
After a disastrous blind date, Darcy Lowell is

desperate to stop her well-meaning brother from
playing matchmaker ever again. Love--and the
inevitable heartbreak--is the last thing she wants. So
she fibs and says her latest set up was a success.
Darcy doesn't expect her lie to bite her in the ass. Elle
Jones, one of the astrologers behind the popular
Twitter account, Oh My Stars, dreams of finding her
soul mate. But she knows it is most assuredly not
Darcy... a no-nonsense stick-in-the-mud, who is way
too analytical, punctual, and skeptical for someone as
free-spirited as Elle. When Darcy's brother--and Elle's
new business partner--expresses how happy he is
that they hit it off, Elle is baffled. Was Darcy on the
same date? Because... awkward. When Darcy begs
Elle to play along, she agrees to pretend they're
dating to save face. But with a few conditions: Darcy
must help Elle navigate her own overbearing family
over the holidays and their arrangement expires on
New Year's Eve. The last thing they expect is to
develop real feelings during a fake relationship. But
maybe opposites can attract when true love is written
in the stars?

You exist too much : a novel by Zaina Arafat
◆ Book◆ eBook◆ Digital Audiobook
On a hot day in Bethlehem, a twelve-year-old

Palestinian-American girl is yelled at by a group of
men outside the Church of the Nativity. She has
exposed her legs in a biblical city, an act they deem
forbidden, and their judgement will echo on through
her adolescence. When our narrator finally admits to
her mother that she is queer, her mother's response
only intensifies a sense of shame: 'You exist too
much,' she tells her daughter. Told in vignettes that
flash between the U.S. and the Middle East--from
New York to Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine--Zaina
Arafat's debut novel traces her protagonist's progress
from blushing teen to sought-after DJ and aspiring
writer"
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