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Welcome to Library Notes, a monthly publication of the Needham Free Public Library.  Each month 
we’ll give you a synopsis of the monthly goings on and events happening at the Library, as well as 
highlighting ongoing services.....

This month’s category for the Mass Center for the Book 
Reading Challenge 2025 - A book published or about the 
year were born. Check out the monthly display on the Sec-
ond Floor Bridge for suggested titles.  More information 
about this program can be found by clicking https://www.
massbook.org/readingchallenge on the Mass Center for 
the Book website.
We offer programs for all ages, both virtual and in person.  
You can click on https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ to be 
sent to our Event Calendar to register for the events listed. 
Not everything will be listed in the newsletter, so check out 
https://needhamlibrary.org/ for more information about 
upcoming services.

Program: Artist Robert Shetterly - Americans 
Who Tell the Truth
     Sunday, January 5 from 2:00 – 3:30pm
Robert Shetterly is an Ameri-
can artist, best known for his 
portrait series, “Americans 
Who Tell the Truth.” The 
project was begun in response 
to U.S. government actions 
following the September 11, 
2001 attacks on the World Trade Center towers in New York 
City. Shetterly undertook the project as a way to deal with 
his own grief and anger by painting Americans who inspired 
him. The portraits have given Shetterly an opportunity to 
speak with children and adults all over this country about the 
necessity of dissent in a democracy, the obligations of citizen-
ship, sustainability, US history, and how democracy cannot 
function if politicians don’t tell the truth, if the media don’t 
report it, and if the people don’t demand it. He initially in-
tended to paint only 50 portraits, but by 2022 more than 260 
portraits were included in the series. Portions of the series 
tour widely across the United States, being shown in schools, 
museums, libraries, galleries and other public spaces. 
The Needham Free Public Library, due to the generosity of 
the Library Foundation of Needham will be displaying 16 of 

Robert’s paintings from January 2 - February 15, 2025 in the 
Friends Art Gallery on the second floor.

This event is sponsored by the Library Foundation of Need-
ham. 

Registration is required, as we have a current capacity limit of 
100.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/cal-
endar/artist-robert-shetterly-americans-who-tell-the-truth/ 
to register for this event.

Virtual Programs for January Courtesy of the
Ashland Public Library 

Virtual - Q&A with Author Alka Joshi: Discussing the 
Jaipur Trilogy
	 Monday, January 6 @ 7pm
Virtual - Authors Jayne Ann Krentz and Annelise Ryan in 
Conversation
	 Tuesday, January 7 @ 7pm
Virtual - How Birds Created the World and other stories 
from “The Complete Language of Birds” with Author 
Randi Minetor
	 Monday, January 13 @ 7pm
Virtual - Historical Fiction Book Recs with Bestselling 
Author, Jane Healey
	 Tuesday, January 14 @ 6:30pm
Virtual - Thriller/Horror Book Recs with Bookstagram-
mer Jody Blanchette aka @redreadreviews
	 Tuesday, January 16 @ 7:30pm



Virtual - Women’s Fiction Book Recs with Bestselling 
Author, Kristan Higgins
	 Thursday, January 16 @ 6:30pm
 Virtual - Encounters with Killers with True Crime Author 
& Professor of Forensic Psychology Katherine Ramsland
	 Monday, January 27 @ 7pm
 Virtual - Author Judith Lindbergh on the History and Ar-
chaeology of Amazon Women Warriors Behind Her Novel 
“Akmaral”
	 Tuesday, January 28 @ 7pm
Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and choose 
the event you wish to register for to receive the Zoom Link.

Virtual Programs for January Courtesy of the
Newton Public Library 

VIRTUAL: Keep This, Toss That for 
a Clutter-Free New Year
Tuesday, January 7th @ 7:00 PM
 

Please go to https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/3617316869396/WN_rZUpLNE0TJa-H_aCJPlOvg  to 
register and receive the Zoom Link.

Virtual Programs for January Courtesy of the
Tewksbury Public Library

 This Month: Author Hour in Massachusetts 

- Monday, January 6, 7pm: Bestselling author Brian 
Freeman (Robert Ludlum’s The Bourne Vendetta: Jason 
Bourne Novel) in conversation with author Scott Shepherd

- Tuesday, January 7, 7pm: 2024 Mass Book Award Final-
ist Larry Rohter (Into the Amazon: The Life of Cândido 
Rondon, Trailblazing Explorer, Scientist, Statesman, and 
Conservationist)

 - Wednesday, January 8, 7pm: Bestselling author Allison 
Brennan (See How They Hide) 

- Thursday, January 9, 7pm: Bestselling author & judge 

David Ellis (The Best Lies & Lies I Told)

- Friday, January 10, 7pm: Author and retired librarian 
Victoria Gilbert (Schooled in Murder: A Campus Sleuth 
Mystery) 

- Monday, January 13, 7pm: Bestselling author Tracey 
Lange (What Happened to the McCrays?) in conversation 
with author Amy Jo Burns 

 - Tuesday, January 14, 7pm: Author Clay McLeod Chap-
man (Wake Up and Open Your Eyes) in conversation with 
author V. Castro

 - Wednesday, January 15, 7pm: Two-time Pulitzer Prize 
finalist and National Book Award finalist Adam Haslett 
(Mothers and Sons) 

 - Thursday, January 16, 7pm: Bestselling author Kate Fa-
gan (The Three Lives of Cate Kay) 

 - Friday, January 17, 7pm: Author Jessie Garcia (The Busi-
ness Trip) 

 - Tuesday, January 21, 7pm: Bestselling author James 
Grippando (Grave Danger)

 - Wednesday, January 22, 7pm: Author Leah Konen (The 
Last Room on the Left)

 - Thursday, January 23, 7pm: Bestselling authors Scott 
Turow (Presumed Guilty) & Alafair Burke (The Note) 
in conversation with Dwyer Murphy, editor-in-chief of 
CrimeReads 

- Friday, January 24, 7pm: Bestselling author Vicki Delany 
(The Incident of the Book in the Nighttime: A Sherlock 
Holmes Bookshop Mystery)

 - Monday, January 27, 7pm: Author Fiona Davis (The 
Stolen Queen)

 - Tuesday, January 28, 7pm: International author Saman-
tha Sotto Yambao (Water Moon)

 - Wednesday, January 29, 7pm: Bestselling author Thomas 
Perry (Pro Bono) 

 - Thursday, January 30, 7pm: Bestselling author Erika 
Swyler (We Lived on the Horizon)

 - Friday, January 31, 7pm: Bestselling author Grady Hen-
drix (Witchcraft for Wayward Girls)

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and choose 
the event you wish to register for to receive the Zoom Link.



Monthly Book Clubs

The Library currently offers multiple Book Clubs - some live 
and some virtual or hybrid.  For further information, check 
out our Book Clubs page at https://needhamlibrary.org/ser-
vices/reading/book-clubs/ .

Poetry Is Everywhere by Anne E.G. Nydam

I’m thrilled to have the opportunity to serve as Needham’s 
first Poet Laureate, a role I think of as being a poetry ambas-
sador.  However, this “ambassador” analogy might imply that 
poetry is a foreign country.  Perhaps you love to visit there, or 
maybe you’d say you’ve never set foot on its shores except per-
haps when dragged there once during high school English.  
Do you feel like poetry is a distant land to which one travels, 
at most, for vacations?

I’d like to change your mind about that, because poetry lives 
with us here, all around us in our everyday lives, without 
our always realizing just how immersed in it we are.  Song 
lyrics, idioms, advertising jingles, proverbs… They appeal 
to us and cling in our memories precisely because they use 
elements of poetry such as alliteration, vivid imagery, juxta-
position of ideas, refrain and repetition, rhyme and rhythm, 
metaphor, and more.  If you’d like to read a little more in a 
blog post about how much poetry we actually experience 
without always noticing, you can find it here: Poetry is 
Everywhere (https://nydamprintsblackandwhite.blogspot.
com/2010/12/poetry-is-everywhere-part-i.html )

If you’d like to spend more time with poetry, consider joining 
Cup & Chaucer, a poetry discussion group that meets on the 
first Wednesday of each month (September through June, 
unless the first Wednesday is a holiday week) at 12:30pm in 
the Community Room at the Needham Free Public Library. 
Bring your tea or coffee and a snack and join the library 
for a “taste of poetry!”  Each month we will look at several 
poems by a well-known poet. The library provides copies of 
the poems–no need to read anything in advance–and leads 
a discussion after reading them. Registration requested, but 
not required. Click here to register for the January 8th meet-
ing. For more information, please contact Tamara Dalton at 
tdalton@minlib.net.

I’ll be back in this newsletter each month with a few 
thoughts on poetry.  I hope to hold up the power of poetry 
to everyone in our community so that we can use it to see our 
world in fresh ways, to illuminate the differences in our expe-
riences, and to highlight the fundamentals we all share.  At 
its best, poetry cuts through the clutter to bring us something 
distilled and powerful, something that can wipe the dust 
and grime from our assumptions, and unlock our hearts.  So 
until next month, keep your eyes and ears (and hearts) open 
for all the places you might actually be encountering poetry 
throughout your day.  Does it catch your imagination?  How 
does it make you feel?  You’re welcome to share what you 
discover, and you don’t even have to travel to a foreign world.Anne E.G. Nydam, Needham’s First Poet Laureate



New Year / New Craft - In-Person Crafternoon 
Program (Ages 10 - 18)
Wednesday, January 8     3:00—4:30 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

The Young Adult Librarian, Erin, has another craft 
for tweens and teens!
Are you between the ages of 10 and 18?  Like to 
draw?  Like to make friendship bracelets?  Like to 
create your own poetry?  Like to make things with 
beads and recycled materials?  Like to be surprised?  
Come to this 1/2 Day from School crafternoon 
program and try something new!  We’re getting 
the library ready for new materials, so let’s make 
some room by using up some of the older materials!  
Spring cleaning has come early!

Not in to crafting?  Come hang out with us in the 
Community Room anyway and work on something 
else!

Any questions can be directed toward Erin the 
Young Adult Librarian at neeya @ minlib.net

Registration is required, as we have a current capac-
ity limit of 100. Please go to https://needhamma.
assabetinteractive.com/calendar/new-year-new-
craft-in-person-crafternoon-program-ages-10-18/ to 
register for this event.

Take and Make: Knitting and Crochet Kits! (For 
ages 12+)
Monday, January 13 - Saturday, January 18 
All Day  Needham Free Public Library
Young Adult Librarian, Erin has been busy putting 
together bags of warmth for you to make something 
fun!   Register for this program to bring home a bag 
of yarn and all the fixings to be able to make your 
own knitted or crocheted items for yourself to be 
completed on your own time :)

Are you 12 or older?  Have you wanted to learn how 
to Knit or Crochet (or both) but didn’t know where 
to start?  Do you have experience and just want to 
get back into things again?  Sign up for a Knitting 
and Crochet Kit to get your learn on!

Registration is limited to the first 15 at the moment, 
each participant will need to sign up individually 
for a kit. Registration will close when the event is 
full (or on the 15th of January).  Each kit will have 
slightly different contents, but all kinds of fun and 
everything you should need to be able to create 



something yourself.

Each kit comes with the following:
	 -1 pair of knitting needles 
	 -1 crochet hook
	 -1 yarn needle
	 -Some yarn
	 -information sheets on basic stitches and 
	 links to helpful instructional videos and a 
	 crafting Database that we offer (Creative 
	 Bug)
	 -basic instructions to be able to make a few	
	 things like a hat and scarf
	 -maybe a surprise or two!

Happy Crafting!
Registration is advised, but not required. Please 
go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/
calendar/take-and-make-knitting-and-crochet-kits-
for-ages-12/ for further information.

Drop-In Doodle Club! (it’s back!)
Saturday, January 18th
Young Adult Room, Needham Free Public 
Library
Interested in Drawing? Doodle during class a lot? 
Sketching neat designs that no one ever seems to 
appreciate? Join fellow doodlers in a self-led doodle 
club 1x a month on a Saturday afternoon* in the 
Young Adult Room (second floor - where all of the 
Young Adult Graphic Novels are/were)!  Fall and 
other different holiday themed coloring sheets will 
be provided this month!

Ages 9 - 18 are welcome to come join fellow color-
ing aficionados on the 2nd floor of the library for 

some coloring time.  The “meetings” go from 2:30 
- 3:30 this month, but feel free to gather before or 
hang around after if you feel so inclined (the library 
is open until 5 pm on Saturdays!). We just ask that 
you be respectful of the space and your peers and to 
PLEASE clean up after yourselves so we can contin-
ue to use the space and the supplies.  If rules aren’t 
being followed, we will need to pause meetings 
again.

Any questions or comments, please feel free to reach 
out to Erin Bassett, Young Adult Librarian - stop 
on by the Reference Desk or send her an email at 
neeya(@)minlib.net

(*Keep an eye out on the calendar as different 
months may have different Saturday meetings due to 
Holidays/early closures and other conflicts)

Gaming and Chill Zone for Tweens, Teens, and 
up!
Wednesday, January 22     2:30—4:30 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library
Looking for something fun to do on a half day?  
Grades 6 and Up are welcome to come our Young 
Adult Librarian, Erin for an IN-PERSON gaming 
program for all kinds of fun!  Board games, card 
games, a mini foosball table, X-Box One games ... we 
got games (and hula hoops).  Feel free to bring your 
own too!

Not into gaming?  Join us in the Community Room 
just to hang out with friends in a different setting 
(maybe do some coloring?! - you never know, an 



Impromptu Doodle Club Meeting may pop up at 
one of the tables too!)

Registration recommended as it is helpful to con-
tact potential attendees about possible changes to 
programs.  (Also helps for trying to figure out how 
many snacks and drinks to provide to attendees!)

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.
com/calendar/gaming-and-chill-zone-for-tweens-
teens-and-up-15/ to register for this event.

Children’s Events for the month of 
January 2025 can be found at
https://needhamlibrary.org/
wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Jan-
uary-2025-Childrens-Event-Calen-
dar-1.pdf.

MUSEUM PASS OF THE MONTH

The Needham Free Public Library offers 20 different 
museum passes which are available to anyone living 
or working in Needham with a valid card from the 
Minuteman Library Network. Passes can be reserved 
online at https://needhamlibrary.org/services/gen-
eral-services/museum-passes/ or by calling 781-455-
7559.
This Months Featured Museum:
Have you visited the Harvard Museums of Science 
& Culture?
The Harvard Museums of Science & Culture is a 
partnership of museums on the Harvard University 
Cambridge campus dedicated to the natural world, 
science, and human cultures. They include the 
Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments, the 
Harvard Museum of Natural History (comprised 
of the Harvard University Herbaria, Mineralogical 
and Geological Museum, and Museum of Compara-
tive Zoology), the Harvard Museum of the Ancient 
Near East, and the Peabody Museum of Archaeol-
ogy & Ethnology, all located between Oxford St./
Divinity Ave area. Of particular note are the famous 
glass flowers, models commissioned by Harvard in 
1886 to aid in the teaching of botany (and made in 
Germany over the course of more than eight de-
cades), on display in the Harvard Museum of Natu-
ral History.

11 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138
617-496-1638
https://hmsc.harvard.edu/



Each pass admits up to 4 visitors at 50% off regular 
museum admission rates. Pass includes both the 
Harvard Museum of Natural History (HMNH) and 
the Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology 
(PMAE). Open daily 9-5.

PROGRAM: “Racism in Boston: How Far 
Have We Come?”  
A Lecture by Dr. Ted Landsmark
Sunday, February 9, 2-3:30 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Noted Bostonian Dr. Theodore Landsmark will 
deliver a talk about Boston’s landscape of equity and 
inclusion, and how it has changed – for better and 
worse – over the years. 

Dr. Landsmark is the Director of the Kitty and 
Michael Dukakis Center for Urban and Regional 
Policy at Northeastern University. He is an educator, 
lawyer and civil rights advocate with decades-long 
work in environmental design, urban policy and 
planning.

Dr. Landsmark arrived in Boston as a young black 
professional during the tumultuous Boston busing 
crisis. In 1976, he was famously attacked on Boston 
City Hall Plaza by a white teenager wielding an 
American flagpole as a weapon, a notorious incident 
captured by a Pulitzer prize-winning news photog-
rapher. Dr. Landsmark will share his observations on 

how life for Black Bostonians has evolved since that 
time, as both a social space and a physical environ-
ment.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.
com/calendar/friends-program-racism-in-boston-
how-far-have-we-come-a-lecture-by-dr-ted-lands-
mark/ and to register for this event.Upcoming Programs


