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This month’s category for the Mass Center for the Book
Reading Challenge 2025 - A book with the name of a city
in the title. Check out the monthly display on the Second
Floor Bridge for suggested titles. More information about
this program can be found by clicking https://www.mass-

book.org/readingchallenge on the Mass Center for the

Book website.

Robert Shetterly’s exhibit Americans Who Tell the Truth
continues in the Friends Art Gallery through February 15.

We offer programs for all ages, both virtual and in person.
You can click on https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ to be
sent to our Event Calendar to register for the events listed.
Not everything will be listed in the newsletter, so check out
https://needhamlibrary.org/ for more information about

upcoming services.

Program: True Crime Series with Christopher
Daley - February - May 2025

“Together They Lived and Together They Died” -
The Tragic Story of Bonnie and Clyde

Tuesday, February 18 7:30 - 9:00 pm

This presentation, which is part travelogue
and part history will chronicle the story of
Bonnie and Clyde, separating the reality
from the myth! For years the public has been
fascinated with the story of this Dust-bowl
Romeo and Juliet. However, much of what
we know is mainly from the 1967 movie

“Bonnie and Clyde” and more recently a
highly fictionalized made for TV Movie shown on A&E &
the History Channel. Much myth, conjecture and outright
lies have grown up about the two Texas bandits but when
one delves into the true story of the two lovers a much more
interesting and human story emerges; much better than Hol-
lywood was able to depict.

The presentation tells that story through the use of period
photographs and movies plus modern photographs and video
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shot by Christopher. He traveled through the states of Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri on the trail
of Bonnie and Clyde, photographing and making a video of
the sites of their homes, murders, robberies, shoot-outs and
hide-outs.

Christopher Daley has been speaking all over New England
for the last 30 years and virtually via Zoom throughout the
United States for the past two years on historical topics of
interest: at libraries, historical societies, schools and all sorts
of clubs and organizations!This is the first in a series of four

True Crime lectures, sponsored by the Library Foundation of
Needham.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/

calendar/true-crime-series-with-christopher-daley-the-tragic-

story-of-bonnie-and-clyde/to register for this event.
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“In the Garden, at the Library” Workshop
Saturday, February 22

Terrarium Gardening 101 -
10:00 am for ages 15 and up

Explore the fascinating world of terrariums and then
make your own to take home. You will learn to create
and care for your miniature garden inside a small glass or
plastic container. All materials will be provided, it is up
to you to provide the creativity! You will learn about the
history of terrariums, the best plants to use, along with
essential techniques for the care and maintenance.

Each participant (limited to 30) will design and build a

beautiful miniature terrarium to take home. You will also



get plant and materials lists so that you can do your own at
home.

To Register for this session: https://needhamma.assabetin-

teractive.com/calendar/in-the-garden-day-at-the-library-

workshop-terrarium-gardening-101-for-ages-15-and-up/

Make an Aromatic Herb Garden -
2:00 pm for ages 15 and up

Celebrate the upcoming spring and Grow Some Herbs!
Come and learn about the culinary properties of garden
herbs and then make you own herb garden! Topics include
growing and drying herbs, using herbs for flavorful cooking,
and herbs for medicinal uses. They will also review how

to preserve your herbs at the end of the growing season for
future use.

Participants (limit 30) will leave with small planters, soil, and
their choice of seeds to make their own personal herb garden.

To Register for this session: https://needhamma.assabetin-

teractive.com/calendar/in-the-garden-day-at-the-library-

workshop-make-an-aromatic-herb-garden-for-ages-15/

These events are sponsored by the Library Foundation of
Needham.

2024 Best Picture Oscar Nominated Movies

Wicked 2024, PQG, 2 hours 40 min
Thursday, February20 2:00—5:00 PM

Misunderstood because of her green skin, a young woman
named Elphaba forges an unlikely but profound friendship
with Glinda, a student with an unflinching desire for popu-
larity. Following an encounter with the Wizard of Oz, their
relationship soon reaches a crossroad as their lives begin to
take very different paths.

Conclave Rated PG, 120 minutes

Thursday, February 27  3:00—5:00 PM
Cardinal Lawrence (Ralph Fiennes) is tasked with running
this covert process after the unexpected death of the beloved
Pope. Once the Catholic Church’s most powerful leaders
have gathered from around the world and are locked together
in the Vatican halls, Lawrence uncovers a trail of deep secrets

left in the dead Pope’s wake--secrets which could shake the
foundations of the Church.

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and choose

the event you wish to register for to receive the Zoom link.

Needham Poet Laureate Anne E. G. Nydam:
Bittersweetness & Light: A Collection of Stories,
Poems, & Art Book Launch

Tuesday, February 25 7:00 - 8:00 pm

#~._ Join Needham Poet Anne E.G. Nydam
at a book launch for her new book,
Bittersweetness & Light: A Collection
of Stories, Poems, & Art. Anne will

be reading from her book, with a brief
discussion and Q&A to follow.

The Book will be available for purchase and autographing at

the conclusion of the event.

Virtual Programs for February Courtesy of the
Ashland Public Library

Virtual - Author Eliot Stein Discusses “Custodians of
Wonder”

Monday, February 3 @ 7pm

Virtual- Gal/Pal/Valentine’s Day (and more!) Book Recs
with Lorelei of Lorelei’s Lit Lair

Monday, February 10 @ 7pm

Virtual - Debut Author Panel with Karissa Chen, Tara
Dorabji, Laurie L. Dove, and Jakob Kerr

Monday, February 24 @ 7pm

Virtual - Author Nancy Reddy Discusses “The Good
Mother Myth”

Tuesday, February 25 @ 7pm
Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and choose

the event you wish to register for to receive the Zoom Link.

Find your type.

Enjoy much-loved romances on
Libby, the library reading app.




Virtual

NS e e
Literary Café: Romance Wriers ; i?"\\i/ @]’5;
Jalk Happily Ever After \."J

BLACK

with Kate Cochrane, Thica-Kim Lam, and Nikidi Payne

Monday, February 10 @ 7:00 - 8:00 PM BRI SLE =

Virtual Programs for February Courtesy of the
Cary Public Library

VIRTUAL - Literary Café: Romance Writers Talk Happily
Ever After
Monday, February 10 at 7:00 PM

VIRTUAL - An Evening with Author and Songwriter Alice
Randall
Thursday, February 27 at 7:00 PM

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and

choose the event you wish to register for to receive the
Zoom Link.
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Virtual Programs for February Courtesy of the
Tewksbury Public Library

This Month: Author Hour in Massachusetts

- Tuesday, February 4, 7pm: Author Helena Echlin (“Clev-
er Little Thing”) in conversation with author Tracy Sierra

- Wednesday, February 5, 7pm: Author Charles B. Fancher
(“Red Clay”) in conversation with Pulitzer Prize-winner
Cynthia Tucker

- Thursday, February 6, 7pm: Bestselling Author Robert
Dugoni and co-authors Jeff Langholz & Chris Crabtree
(“Hold Strong”)

- Friday, February 7, 7pm: Bestselling Author Carter Wil-
son (“Tell Me What You Did”) in conversation with author
Wendy Walker

- Monday, February 10, 7pm: Bestselling Author Heather
Fawcett (“Emily Wilde’s Compendium of Lost Tales”)

- Wednesday, February 12, 7pm: Bestselling Author Steve
Berry (“The Medici Return: A Cotton Malone Novel”)

- Thursday, February 13, 7pm: Bestselling Author Chris-
topher Farnsworth (“Robert B. Parker’s Buried Secrets: A
Jesse Stone Novel”)

- Tuesday, February 18, 7pm: Author Christina Clancy
(“The Snowbirds”) in conversation with author Lynda
Cohen Loigman

- Wednesday, February 19, 7pm: Bestselling Author Joseph
Finder (“The Oligarch’s Daughter”) in conversation with
Lisa Gardner

- Friday, February 21, 7pm: Bestselling Author Victoria
Christopher Murray (“Harlem Rhapsody”)

- Monday, February 24, 7pm: Author Edward Ashton
(“The Fourth Consort”) in conversation with Bestselling
Author David Yoon

- Tuesday, February 25, 7pm: Bestselling Author Nancy
Johnson (“Peoples of Means”) in conversation with Julie
Carrick Dalton

- Wednesday, February 26, 7pm: Bestselling Author Elinor
Lipman (“Every Tom, Dick & Harry”)

- Thursday, February 27, 7pm: Bestselling Author Mark
Greaney (“Midnight Black: A Gray Man Novel”)

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and

choose the event you wish to register for to receive the

Zoom Link.

A Visit with the Seashore Trolley Museum &
National Streetcar Museum
Friday, February 21, 2:00 pm

: All aboard! Learn about the history
il of the trolleys in America in this visit
’;r from the Seashore Trolley Museum in
Kennebunkport, Maine and its satellite

ADULTS, i

awvisitwitn location, the National Street Car Muse-

THE SEASHORE
TroLLEY Mmuseum um in Lowell, Massachusetts. Founded

rre TN 1939, the Seashore Trolley Museum
is the world’s first and largest electric railway museum. The
museum is operated by the New England Electric Railway
Historical Society, which works to preserve knowledge,
context, and resources for future generations by collecting,
restoring, operating, and exhibiting significant public transit
vehicles and artifacts.

Sponsored by the Friends of the Tewksbury Public Library.

Please go to https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/2617375078719/WN_8f30WIOPSWqgcthGSN18tg
to register for this event and receive the Zoom Link.




Monthly Book Clubs

The Library currently offers multiple Book Clubs - some live
and some virtual or hybrid. For further information, check

out our Book Clubs page at https://needhamlibrary.org/ser-
vices/reading/book-clubs/ .

Needham Public Library Book
Discussion Group

NEXT DISCUSSION: February 11 2025

Notes from the Poet Laureate: How Do I Love
Thee?
by Anne E.G. Nydam

Roses are red, violets are blue... With Valentine’s Day this
month, everyone knows that poetry is romantic! Have you
ever had a love poem composed to you, or written one for
someone else? It’s not easy coming up with expressions of
love that don’t sound trite or clichéd.

After all, people around the world have been writing
love poems pretty much forever, and sometimes it seems as
if they’ve already covered all there is to be said. Still, what
happens when you look at some of these familiar poems with

fresh eyes? Consider Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s, “How Do

I Love Thee?”, or any number of famous sonnets by William
Shakespeare. One of my very favorite love poems is Shake-
speare’s sonnet “When in disgrace with fortune and men’s

eyes.” Even if you know the famous lines, these poems are
worth another look.

Furthermore, despite the difficulty of breaking out of all
the clichés about love, poets do still keep trying to capture
those emotions that are so important to us. Here are a few
more modern love poems you might want to check out. After
all, poetry is all about trying to shake us out of jaded inatten-
tiveness and look at even old things in new ways, so that we
can experience our humanness afresh.

e Joy Harjo, “For Keeps”

e Robert Creeley, “Love Comes Quietly”

e June Jordan, “Poem for My Love”

Do you have a love poem that sings to your heart? And
speaking of singing, what about love songs that move you?
(One of my old favorites is Simon and Garfunkel’s “Bridge
Over Troubled Water.”) Consider sharing these poems with

someone you love this month!

Need practice considering poetry and sharing your
thoughts about it? The Needham Free Public Library’s
poetry discussion group Cup & Chaucer meets on the first
Wednesday of each month (September through June, un-
less the first Wednesday is a holiday week) at 12:30pm in
the Community Room. Each month they look at several
poems by a well-known poet. The library provides copies of
the poems—no need to read anything in advance—and leads
a discussion after reading them. Registration requested, but
not required. Click https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.
com/calendar/cup-and-chaucer-an-nfpl-poetry-discussion-
group-4/ to register for the February 5th meeting. For more

information, please contact Tamara Dalton at tdalton@

minlib.net.

I hope you have an opportunity to share both poetry and
love (whether romantic, familial, neighborly, or with friends)
this month.

Children’s Events for the month of
February 2025 can be found at:

https://needhamlibrary.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2025/01/Febru-
ary-2025-Childrens-Calendar.pdf




Needham Cotununilly  WRITING CONTEST

Needham Community Writing Contest Awards
Ceremony!
Thursday, February 27  7:00—8:00 PM

For those of you who participated in the 3rd An-
nual K-12 Needham Community Writing Contest
... the results are IN! Join us in the Needham Free
Public Library’s Community Room for a reception
and rewards ceremony for the announcement of the
winners on the evening of Thursday, February 27th!
This is a family affair, so feel free to bring anyone
you wish!

Awards will be given to the 5 Categories:

PreK - Grade 2
Grade 3 - Grade 5
Grade 6 - Grade 8
Grade 9 - Grade 12
Poetry (All Grades)

*Winners do not need to be present to win, they
will be contacted after the event in the case they are
absent*

Looking for more information on the writing con-
test? Check out and submit pieces here: bit.ly/
needhamwritingcontest

We'll be having a celebratory snack after the awards
ceremony, so make sure you stick around for the fun!

~Erin Bassett, Young Adult Librarian (Needham
Public Library)

~Paige Rowse, High School Teacher Librarian
(Needham High School Library)

LY
Wy
T3e7” NEEDHAN I
Rmumar-mu -
SERVICES T g nEeouAn
m pou d o

Common

< TAKE OVER

MIDDLE « HIGH SCHOOLERS ARE WELCOME TO DROP IN!
NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Ground Conversations BRAIN BREAK ACTIVITIES
Beginning on Wonduy Dctober 7th
Needham Free Public Library
Community Room
Mondays from 3:30PM - 4:30PM

Please contact: Community Outreach Clinician, Tony Serio - asericaneedhamma.gov / (781) 467 - 6983

/ In the Community RoomI
I
Friday, Jan. 31, 12:00 — 4:00 %
Saturday, Feb. 1, 9:00 - 4:00
Sunday, Feb. 2, 1:00-4:00 2025

The Library will be
closed Monday,
February 17 in honor

of Presidents’ Day

NEEDHAM ART IN BLOOM 2025

FLORAL

17TH ANNUAL ART AND FLOWERS EXHIBITION

Join us for an exhibit of art by talented
Needham High School students and
floral designs by Beth Shalom Garden Club
members and participants
from the Needham and Kalmia Garden Clubs.

Saturday, March 8: 9 AM - 5 PM
Sunday, March 9: 1 PM - 4 PM
at the Needham Public Library

www.NeedhamArtinBloom.com

e Sue Kaplan Roche | ponturoe
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MUSEUM PASS OF THE MONTH

The Needham Free Public Library offers 20 different muse-
um passes which are available to anyone living or working
in Needham with a valid card from the Minuteman Library
Network. Passes can be reserved online at https://needham-
library.org/services/general-services/ museum-passes/ or by

calling 781-455-7559.
This Months Featured Museum:

Have you visited the Concord Museum?

Founded in 1886, the Concord Museum is a repository of lo-
cal history and a gateway to the town of Concord. It educates
visitors from around the world about the history of Concord
and its continuing influence on American political, literary
and cultural life through permanent and changing exhibits,
educational programs and publications. Its collection con-
tains a range of unique items from the area, including: a Paul
Revere lantern; many objects that once belonged to Henry
David Thoreau; a reproduction of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s
study; and furniture, artwork, and objects from the colonial
eraon.

200 Lexington Road, Concord, MA 01742
978-369-9763

http://www.concordmuseum.org/

Each pass admits 4 people at $5.00 off regular
admission. Children under 6 are always free.

Winter Hours (Jan 2 - Mar 27): 10:00 am to 4:00 pm,
Thursday through Sunday.

Regular Hours: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, Tuesday through
Sunday

Upcoming Programs

Friends Program: Author Paul Fisher - “Mysteri-
ous Doings In Boston: William, Alice and Henry
James”

Sunday, March2 2:00—3:30 PM

One of the most fascinating encounters
the distinguished James family had with
Boston was with trance medium Leonora
Piper. Though the fad of séance spiritu-
alism swept the United States and the
world, William, Alice and Henry James

saw it in more complex and intellectual
p

ways.

In his March 2 talk at the Needham Free Public Library,
based on his acclaimed family biography House of Wits:
An Intimate Portrait of the James Family, Wellesley College
historian and writer Paul Fisher shows the unusual sides of
William, Alice and Henry James that their clash with this
“occult” world illustrates.

Paul Fisher, back by popular demand, is an acclaimed biogra-
pher and cultural historian whose books bring to life Amer-
ican literary and artistic expartiraites of the Belle Epoque.
His first major book, which is the basis for his talk on March
2, House of Wits: An Intimate Portrait of the James Family,
attracted much critical acclaim. His most recent book, The
Grand Affair: John Singer Sargent in His World, was a New
Yorker and Times Literary Supplement book of the Year
2022 and was nominated for the Biographers International
Organization’s Plutarch Prize in 2023. Dr. Fisher spoke to
Friends about that book on October 29, 2023. Dr. Fisher is a
professor of American Studies at Wellesley College specializ-
ing in the cultural history of the Belle Epoque.

This Program is sponsored by the Friends of the Need-
ham Public Library. Registration is required, as we have a

current capacity limit of 108. Please go to https://need-

hamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/friends-program-
author-paul-fisher-mysterious-doings-in-boston-william-
alice-and-henry-james-meet-s-ance-spiritualism/and to

register for this event.



