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Welcome to Library Notes, a monthly publication of the Needham Free Public Library.  Each month 
we’ll give you a synopsis of the monthly goings on and events happening at the Library, as well as 
highlighting ongoing services.....

This month’s category for the Mass Center for the Book 
Reading Challenge 2025 - A book about someone with a 
marginalized identity. Check out the monthly display on 
the Second Floor Bridge for suggested titles.  More infor-
mation about this program can be found by clicking on the 
https://www.massbook.org/readingchallenge on the Mass 
Center for the Book website.

On exhibit in the Friends Gallery is the Surrealist Paintings 
of Alfred De Angelo, who will be doing a meet and greet in 
the Gallery on Saturday, March 8 from 1:00-3:00 pm, during 
the 17th Annual Needham Art in Bloom (March 8-9).

We offer programs for all ages, both virtual and in person.  
You can click on https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ to be 
sent to our Event Calendar to register for the events listed. 
Not everything will be listed in the newsletter, so check out 
https://needhamlibrary.org/ for more information about 
upcoming services.

Friends Program: Author Paul Fisher - “Mysteri-
ous Doings In Boston: William, Alice and Henry 
James”
	 Sunday, March 2     2:00—3:30 PM

One of the most fascinating encounters 
the distinguished James family had with 
Boston was with trance medium Leonora 
Piper. Though the fad of séance spiritu-
alism swept the United States and the 
world, William, Alice and Henry James 
saw it in more complex and intellectual 
ways. 

In his March 2 talk at the Needham Free Public Library, 
based on his acclaimed family biography House of Wits: 
An Intimate Portrait of the James Family, Wellesley College 
historian and writer Paul Fisher shows the unusual sides of 
William, Alice and Henry James that their clash with this 
“occult” world illustrates.  

Paul Fisher, back by popular demand, is an acclaimed biogra-
pher and cultural historian whose books bring to life Amer-
ican literary and artistic expartiraites of the Belle Époque. 
His first major book, which is the basis for his talk on March 
2, House of Wits: An Intimate Portrait of the James Family, 
attracted much critical acclaim. His most recent book, The 
Grand Affair: John Singer Sargent in His World, was a New 
Yorker and Times Literary Supplement book of the Year 
2022 and was nominated for the Biographers International 
Organization’s Plutarch Prize in 2023. Dr. Fisher spoke to 
Friends about that book on October 29, 2023. Dr. Fisher is a 
professor of American Studies at Wellesley College specializ-
ing in the cultural history of the Belle Époque.

This Program is sponsored by the Friends of the Need-
ham Public Library. Registration is required, as we have a 
current capacity limit of 108. Please go to https://need-
hamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/friends-program-
author-paul-fisher-mysterious-doings-in-boston-william-
alice-and-henry-james-meet-s-ance-spiritualism/and to 
register for this event.



True Crime Series with Christopher Daley  
February - May 2025

Mass Murder—Massachusetts’ Most Infamous 
Murder Cases
	 Tuesday, March 18   7:30 - 8:30 pm 

This talk is an entertaining and fascinating 
look at some of Massachusetts’ most infa-
mous historical murder cases, both solved 
and unsolved. Audiences that like mystery, 
suspense and a little blood and gore will love 
this lecture. It is fully illustrated with pho-
tographs and artwork culled from archival, 
microfilm and literary sources. Many of the 

murder sites and historical locations have been photographed 
in order to give the audience a sense of the modern day con-
text of the crimes.
Christopher Daley has been speaking all over New England 
for the last 30 years and virtually via Zoom throughout the 
United States for the past two years on historical topics of 
interest: at libraries, historical societies, schools and all sorts 
of clubs and organizations

This is the 2nd in a series of four True Crime lectures, 
sponsored by the Library Foundation of Needham.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/
calendar/true-crime-series-with-christopher-daley-mass-mur-
der-massachusetts-most-infamous-murder-cases/ to register 
for this event.

Program: Women in World Jazz in Concert
	 Sunday, March 30  2:00 PM

Women in World Jazz 
presents an educational 
performance for the 
whole family featur-
ing an international 
ensemble of all-female 
performers showcasing 
music from around the 
world. The concert fea-

tures musical styles from Cuba’s cha cha to Cape Verde’s Co-
ladeira as well as songs from Israel, Brazil and Japan, mixed in 
with jazz favorites. The ensembles goal is to give the audience 
a taste of different cultures from around the globe through 
the expression of music and dance. Each performer has an 
extensive background in music education and performance in 
the New England area. 

To Register for this session: https://needhamma.assabetint-
eractive.com/calendar/women-in-world-jazz-in-concert/

This event is sponsored by the Library Foundation of 
Needham. 

Virtual Programs for March Courtesy of the
Ashland Public Library 

Virtual - In Conversation with Horror Author J.W. Ocker: 
“Cult Following” and Other Odd Things
	 Monday, March 3 @ 7pm
Virtual - Irish Whiskey - History and Recs with Travis 
Ireland of The Friskey Whiskey Podcast
	 Monday, March 17 @ 7pm
Virtual - Mystery/Thriller Book Recs with Bestselling 
Author, Joseph Finder
	 Thursday, March 20 @ 6:30 pm
Virtual - Another Visit with Romance Author Carla Kelly
	 Monday, March 24 @ 7pm
Virtual - A History of Guinness Beer with Guinness 
Brewery Ambassador, Mike Reardon
	 Monday, March 31 @ 7pm
 Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and 
choose the event you wish to register for to receive the 
Zoom Link.

Virtual Programs for March Courtesy of the
Cary Public Library 

VIRTUAL - Our Science, Ourselves: How Gender, Race 
and Social Movements Shaped the Study of Science
	 Thursday, March 6 at 7:00 PM

VIRTUAL - The Case of Lizzie Borden and Other 
Writings by Elizabeth Garver Jordan  
	 Tuesday, March 25 at 7:00 PM

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ an choose 
the event you wish to register for to receive the Zoom Link.



Virtual Programs for March Courtesy of the
Tewksbury Public Library

 This Month: Author Hour in Massachusetts 

- Monday, March 3, 7pm: Bestselling Author Karen 
Thompson Walker (“The Strange Case of Jane O”) in 
conversation with Bestselling Author Angie Kim

- Tuesday, March 4, 7pm: Bestselling Author Kelley 
Armstrong (“Cold as Hell: A Haven’s Rock Novel”)

- Wednesday, March 5, 7pm: Author Callan Wink 
(“Beartooth)

- Tuesday, March 11, 7pm: Bestselling Author Allen Es-
kens (“The Quiet Librarian”)

- Wednesday, March 12, 7pm: Bestselling Author Lisa 
Unger (“Close Your Eyes and Count to 10”) in 
conversation with Tim Talks Books

- Thursday, March 13, 7pm: Bestselling Author Penn Cole 
(“The Kindred’s Curse Saga” series)

- Friday, March 14, 2pm (not 7pm!): Bestselling Author 
Gillian McAllister (“Famous Last Words”) in conversation 
with Bestselling Author Peter Swanson

- Monday, March 17, 7pm: Bestselling Author Alison 
Gaylin (“We Are Watching”)

- Tuesday, March 18, 7pm: Bestselling Author Lauren 
Willig (“The Girl from Greenwich Street: a Novel of 
Hamilton, Burr and America’s First Murder Trial”)

- Wednesday, March 19, 7pm: Bestselling Author Curtis 
Sittenfeld (“Prep” & “Show Don’t Tell”) in conversation 
with Bestselling Author Gabrielle Zevin

- Thursday, March 20, 7pm: Bestselling Author Brianna 
Labuskes (“The Boxcar Librarian”)

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/ and 
choose the event you wish to register for to receive the 
Zoom Link.

Spring Wreath Afternoon
	 Thursday, March 13   3:00 - 4:30 PM
Our Young Adult Librarian, Erin Bassett, has another craft 
for tweens and teens!  Register for this in-person Crafter-
noon program to make something to celebrate the coming of 
warmer weather and spring.

Are you between the ages of 11 and 18?  Like to be creative?  
Looking to get into the Spring Spirit but don’t know where 
to start?  Come to our Spring Wreath Crafternoon program 
in the Community Room on Thursday, March 13th from 
3:00 - 4:30 pm!  Supplies needed to be able to make a wreath 
will be provided.

Registration is recommended at https://needhamma.
assabetinteractive.com/calendar/spring-wreath-crafter-
noon-ages-11-18/. 

Any questions?  Feel free to email Erin at neeya@minlib.net

Tech Help Tour

Need a little extra guidance navigating our library’s tech-
nology? Join us for our Tech Help Tour, where we’ll walk 
you through our computers, printer, copier, and scanner. 
Whether you’re new to the library or just looking to brush 
up on your tech skills, this tour is for you! Our friendly 
staff will demonstrate how to access and use each machine, 
offering tips on printing, scanning, and copying with ease. 
Bring your questions, and let us help you feel more confi-
dent using our tech tools. No registration is required—just 
drop by! Tours will be offered every 1st and 3rd Monday of 
the month. We look forward to seeing you there.



Monthly Book Clubs

The Library currently offers multiple Book Clubs - some live 
and some virtual or hybrid.  For further information, check 
out our Book Clubs page at https://needhamlibrary.org/ser-
vices/reading/book-clubs/ .

Notes from the Poet Laureate: Born to Rhyme
by Anne E.G. Nydam

I don’t know how many kids dream of being a Poet Laureate 
when they grow up, but I actually was that kind of kid. I’ve 
been enjoying poetry and making up poems as long as I can 
remember, and because my mother saved a lot of my early 
projects, I still have some of those juvenile efforts in a scrap-
book. By the time I was six I was scribbling verses all the time, 
and collecting them up in little booklets made of stapled 
scraps of paper. Many of them sounded a lot like nursery 
rhymes, while some included the “poetic” words that ap-
peared in the poems I was reading and hearing. I particularly 
loved the sumptuous rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, and sounds 
that are less common in contemporary poetry. (One of my 
absolute favorites has always been The Listeners by Walter de 

la Mare.) If you’re curious about my early writing, you can see 
some funny examples of books I made at a blog post “Staples 
and Crayons.”

The thing is, most kids love poetry, especially when it’s shared 
with them as something enjoyable. Children’s brains abso-
lutely light up when playing with language, and poetry is 
a wonderful way to play with both sound and sense. There 
are certainly practical reasons to read and write poetry with 
children — it’s a powerful way to boost literacy skills -- but 
it’s also just plain fun. If you have any kids in your life, there 
are lots of great poetry books for children, from anthologies 
of classics to collections based on all kinds of themes such as 
animals, holidays, or sports. Look in the non-fiction section 
of the children’s room starting at 808, and see what strikes 
your child’s fancy (and yours). 

My own kids are out of the nest, but I still love to share poet-
ry, so I just visited 2nd graders at Mitchell, and I’ll be work-
ing with 4th graders later this month. I’d also be delighted to 
have young poets from all around town join me in the Chil-
dren’s Room at the Needham Free Public Library on March 5 
at 2:00pm. We’ll play with poetry exercises and see where our 
inspiration takes us! Open to ages 8 and up, but registration 
is required https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/cal-
endar/poetry-workshop-with-needhams-poet-laureate/.

As for adults, the library’s got poetry for you, too. The Cup 
& Chaucer poetry discussion group meets on March 5 at 
12:30pm in the Community Room. Bring your tea or coffee 
and a snack, and join the library for a “taste of poetry!”  Each 
month they look at several poems by a well-known poet. The 
library provides copies of the poems–no need to read any-
thing in advance–and leads a discussion after reading them. 
Registration requested, but not required. Click https://need-
hamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/cup-and-chaucer-
an-nfpl-poetry-discussion-group-5/ to register for the March 
5 meeting. For more information, please contact TamaraDal-
ton at tdalton@minlib.net.

If you ever have an opportunity to share poems with chil-
dren, be sure to take advantage of it. Whether the poems are 
silly or soaring, doggerel or sonnets or free verse, you can sa-
vor them together – and together you’ll be building a lifelong 
love of poetry and all its magic.

Children’s Events for the month of  March 
2025 can be found at:

https://needhamlibrary.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2025/02/March-2025-Childrens-Event-
Calendar.pdf



MUSEUM PASS OF THE MONTH
The Needham Free Public Library offers 20 different muse-
um passes which are available to anyone living or working 
in Needham with a valid card from the Minuteman Library 
Network. Passes can be reserved online at https://needham-
library.org/services/general-services/museum-passes/ or by 
calling 781-455-7559.

This Months Featured Museum:

Our newest pass – Plimoth Patuxet Museums!
Plimoth Patuxet Museums offers a living history that tells 
the story of the English colonists who became known as 
“Pilgrims” and the Native Americans with whom they 
interacted. A big draw is the re-creation of the original set-
tlement, populated with interpreters in period dress with 
whom one may interact that are based on actual historical 
figures. Native People from various nations in historically 
accurate dress provide information about the Wampano-
ag – the first tribe the Pilgrims encountered – at a home 
site based on how the group would have lived in the 17th 
century. In addition to the two settlements, the muse-
um includes a visitor center, the Craft Center, barns that 
contain rare and heritage animal breeds, and a grist mill 
that manufactures cornmeal. Plymouth Patuxet Museums 
is also responsible for the replica of the Mayflower, the ship 
that brought the Pilgrims to the New World.

	 137 Warren Avenue, Plymouth , MA 02360		
	  http://www.plimoth.org/

Plimoth Patuxet Museums will open for the 2025 season 
on March 15, and remain open through the Sunday follow-
ing Thanksgiving Day.  Each pass is valid for up to 6 guests 
to each of Plimoth Patuxet Museum’s living history sites, to 
purchase a Heritage Pass at the discounted admission rates 
of $18 per adult and $12 per child. (Regularly $46 and 
$29)

Needham Teen Summer Job & Community 
Service Expo
	 Wednesday, March 19  12:00—2:00 PM
A Half-day at school usually means after school activities at 
the library!  So why not come join Needham’s Youth and 
Family Services Department for our 1st Annual Summer Job 
and Community Service / Volunteer Expo! 

This is a FREE event and is open to local Middle and High 
School aged students to network around employment and 
Community Service opportunities, and to even attend on-
the-spot interviews! (so update and print some copies of your 
resumes if you’ve got them* and come dressed to impress!)

We’ll be in the Needham Library’s Community Room on the 
1st floor right after school.

For more information, please feel free to reach out to Need-
ham Youth and Family Services Community Outreach Clini-
cian Tony Serio at  aserio@needhamma.gov  or to Needham 
Free Public Library’s Young Adult Librarian, Erin Bassett at 
neeya@minlib.net. For more information, go to 
https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/
needham-teen-summer-job-community-service-expo/

*for help compiling a resume, feel free to reach out to Erin as 
well and she’d be happy to set up an appointment!*


