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Welcome to Library Notes, a monthly publication of the Needham Free Public Library.  Each month 
we’ll give you a synopsis of the monthly goings on and events happening at the Library, as well as 
highlighting ongoing services.....

Program: Women in World Jazz in Concert
	 Sunday, March 30  2:00 PM

Women in World Jazz 
presents an educational 
performance for the 
whole family featur-
ing an international 
ensemble of all-female 
performers showcasing 
music from around the 
world. 

The concert features musical styles from Cuba’s cha cha to 
Cape Verde’s Coladeira as well as songs from Israel, Brazil 
and Japan, mixed in with jazz favorites. The ensembles goal is 
to give the audience a taste of different cultures from around 
the globe through the expression of music and dance. Each 
performer has an extensive background in music education 
and performance in the New England area. 

To Register for this session: https://needhamma.assabetint-
eractive.com/calendar/women-in-world-jazz-in-concert/

This event is sponsored by the Library Foundation of 
Needham. 

Publishing 101: Authors Janis Robinson Daly, 
Julia Corbett Davis, Jenn Bouchard
	 Tuesday, April 1       7:30—8:45 PM

Join local MA authors 
Janis Robinson Daly 
and Julia Corbett 
Davis (NHS ‘80) and 
NHS teacher, Jenn 
Bouchard, for a lively 
discussion about their 
paths to publication 
and their experiences 
in writing different 
genres and finding a 

publisher in today’s challenging and competitive industry of 
book marketing. The event will be moderated by a current 
NHS student. 

BIOS

Jenn Bouchard is the award-winning author of CONSIDER-
ING US (2025) and FIRST COURSE (2021). Her short 
stories have been published in six publications. She is a grad-
uate of Bates College and Tufts University. A high school 
social studies teacher of twenty-five years, Jenn lives with her 
family in the Boston suburbs.

Julia Marie Davis is an American poet and author of CAT-
BIRD (2024). Her writings have appeared in several literary 
magazines and anthologies. She shares her insights through a 
biweekly column on Medium. She is a graduate of Needham 
High School, Boston College and Fairfield University. Her 
professional background in public relations, coupled with 
her training in crisis management from the Department of 
Homeland Security, infuse her storytelling with depth and 
authenticity.

Janis Robinson Daly is the author of women’s historical 
fiction with two novels, THE UNLOCKED PATH (2022) 
and THE PATH BENEATH HER FEET (2024). A presen-
tation of how her genealogy research inspired her to begin 



writing has made Daly a sought-after speaker. She is a gradu-
ate of Needham High School and Wheaton College, Norton 
MA, at the time, a women’s college. After a professional ca-
reer in sales and marketing, Daly now applies her experience 
to assisting other authors through a marketing consultancy 
service. 

Moderator: Aliyah Borskiy is a senior at Needham High 
School with a passion for writing, filmmaking, and story-
telling. Aspiring to build a career as an author, director, and 
book publisher. Next fall, Aliyah plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Amherst to study communications 
and public relations. In her free time, she works as a rhythmic 
gymnastics coach, writing her own novel, and spending time 
with family and friends. With a deep appreciation for litera-
ture and the arts, she is excited to moderate this author event 
and engage in conversations about storytelling, creativity, 
and the writing process.

Sponsored by the Needham Free Public Library - Books 
available for Purchase and Autographing at conclusion of 
presentation. Registration is required for this event.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/cal-
endar/publishing-101-authors-janis-robinson-daly-julia-cor-
bett-davis-jenn-bouchard/ and  to register for this event.

Library Foundation of Needham Presents After 
the Midnight Ride of... Rachel Revere’s Untold 
Story

	 Thursday, April 10      6:30—8:45 PM
It is May 2, 1775, and Rachel Revere has only heard from 
her beloved husband Paul once since his legendary midnight 
ride on the 18th of April. Still isolated from one another due 
to the Siege of Boston, Rachel desperately tries to create a 
plan to safely take her children from the reach of the British 
Regular Army in Boston. Find out if Rachel is successful in 
her perilous mission to unite her family, amidst the wake of 
an American Revolution.
Judith Kalaora is a professional educator & living histori-
an. She founded History At Play™, LLC (HAP) in 2010 to 
chronicle the lives of influential and often forgotten figures. 

Gloria Greis, Executive Director of the Needham History 
Center & Museum will be present to talk about the “Need-
ham” connection.
Refreshments will be served. This event is sponsored by the 
Library Foundation of Needham. 

Registration is required, and have a current capacity limit 
of 70 for this event. 
Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/
calendar/library-foundation-of-needham-presents-after-
the-midnight-ride-of-rachel-revere-s-untold-story/  to 
register for this event.

Memento Morrie: Images of Love and Loss - 
Heather Pillar with Rob Schwartz
	 Monday, April 14      7:30—8:45 PM
In 1995, photographer and teacher Heather Pillar collaborat-
ed with Morrie Schwartz to document Morrie during the last 
six months of his life struggling with ALS. The project illus-
trates Morrie’s philosophies about death and dying through 
photographs Pillar made of him interacting with family, 
friends, and caregivers. Over a quarter-century later, Morrie’s 
wisdom resonates with people around the world largely due 
to the best-selling memoir: Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch 
Albom. Morrie’s warmth and vitality comes through in 
each photograph to illustrate love and loss and the power of 
community. Morrie taught people, including Heather - how 
to live fulfilling lives with love. “It is by facing fears of death 
that we learn how to live.” Heather Pillar was a news and 
documentary photographer before teaching in seven coun-
tries over four continents in 25 years. Recently repatriated, 
Heather’s exploration of her negatives expands the original 
story of Morrie’s philosophies in a visual format. 
Memento Morrie: Images of Love and Loss, 
published by Daylight Books, will be avail-
able for purchase. It includes 44 duotones 
and four outstanding essays from profession-
als in their own fields plus short stories from 
interviews with Morrie’s friends and family. 
Some images are paired with Morrie’s now famous aphorisms 
giving imagery to the bittersweet themes of end-of- life: 



building a caring community; friends; family; caregiving; 
self-care; spirituality; and death and beyond.
Heather Pillar, photographer and teacher, has lived, taught 
and photographed in seven countries over four continents 
during the past 25 years. Her personal and collaborative 
photographic projects reveal her ongoing interest in women, 
girls, education and aging. For more information, please visit: 
https://www.heatherpillar.com.
Rob Schwartz is an entrepreneur, writer, music and film pro-
ducer, and son of Morrie Schwartz, of Tuesdays with Morrie 
by Mitch Albom fame. Schwartz is editor of The Wisdom of 
Morrie (Blackstone Press, 2023) and is a producer of One-
topia, a benefit festival for mental health. For more informa-
tion, please visit: https://wisdomofmorrie.com/.

THE WISDOM OF MORRIE  by Mor-
rie Schwartz, the beloved subject of the 
multi-million copy bestselling memoir Tues-
days with Morrie. Written in Morrie’s own 
voice and edited by his son, THE WISDOM 
OF MORRIE is a profound and beautiful 

collection of Morrie’s previously unpublished writing on 
how to experience aging as a positive, creative, and connected 
experience.
Sponsored by the Needham Free Public Library - Both 
books available for Purchase and Autographing at conclu-
sion of presentation.  Registration is required, and we have 
a current capacity limit of  70 for this event. 
Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/
calendar/memento-morrie-images-of-love-and-loss-heath-
er-pillar-with-rob-schwartz/  to register for this event.

Friends Program: Inside MASTERPIECE: 
Behind-the-Scenes with Executive Producer, 
Susanne Simpson
	 Sunday, April 27      2:00—3:30 PM

Join the Friends of the Needham 
Public Library for an insider con-
versation with Susanne Simpson, 
the Head of Scripted Content and 
Executive Producer of MASTER-
PIECE—the iconic PBS drama 
series produced by GBH in Boston.
Simpson will share behind-the-
scenes stories of the beloved series, 
a winner of 83 Primetime Emmys® 
and 18 Peabody Awards, that has 

been essential Sunday night viewing for millions of fans for 
over 50 years.
You’ll learn how your favorite MASTERPIECE programs are 
developed from script to cast to on-set production. Whether 
literary adaptations or original drama series, Simpson will 
share her efforts, amidst a competitive television landscape, 
to bring the best of period costume dramas, mysteries, and 
contemporary programs to the loyal viewers of MASTER-
PIECE. You’ll also get a sneak peek at the programs and 
talented performances soon to come.
Simpson is a two-time Academy Award® nominee and a 
two-time Emmy®-winner for documentary and drama films. 
As the head of scripted content and executive producer of 
MASTERPIECE, she has commissioned the upcoming orig-
inal U.K. productions such as the adaptation of The Forsythe 
Saga, Miss Austen and Marble Hall Murders starring Leslie 
Manville. Simpson co-produces many U.K. programs includ-
ing All Creatures Great and Small, Wolf Hall: The Mirror 
and the Light, and Maigret. As executive producer of Down-
ton Abbey, Simpson was in charge of the most watched 
drama in PBS history. She also oversaw co-productions such 
as Sherlock, Wolf Hall, and Victoria.
This Program is sponsored by the Friends of the Needham 
Public Library. Registration is required, as we have a cur-
rent capacity limit of 108.
Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.
com/calendar/friends-program-inside-masterpiece-be-
hind-the-scenes-with-executive-producer-susanne-simp-
son/  to register for this event.


