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This month’s category for the Mass Center for the
Book Reading Challenge 2025 - A book about
books, bookstores, or libraries. Check out the
monthly display on the Second Floor Bridge for
suggested titles. More information about this pro-

gram can be found by clicking on the Mass Center
for the Book.

We are hosting multiple author events this month,
as well as a Poetry Workshop with Needham’s Poet
Laureate Anne E.G. Nydam.

We offer programs for all ages, both virtual and in
person. You can click on https://needhamlibrary.
org/events/ to be sent to our Event Calendar to

register for the events listed. Not everything will
be listed in the newsletter, so check out https://

needhamlibrary.org/ for more information about

upcoming services.
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Publishing 101: Authors Janis Robinson
Daly, Julia Corbett Davis, Jenn Bouchard

Tuesday, April1  7:30—8:45 PM
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EEDHAM Welcome to Library Notes, a monthly publication of the Needham Free Public Library. Each month
E PUBLIC well give you a synopsis of the monthly goings on and events happening at the Library, as well as

March 2025

Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Join local MA authors Janis Robinson Daly and
Julia Corbett Davis (NHS ‘80) and NHS teacher,
Jenn Bouchard, for a lively discussion about their
paths to publication and their experiences in writing
different genres and finding a publisher in today’s
challenging and competitive industry of book mar-
keting. The event will be moderated by a current
NHS student.

BIOS

Jenn Bouchard is the award-winning author

of CONSIDERING US (2025) and FIRST
COURSE (2021). Her short stories have been pub-
lished in six publications. She is a graduate of Bates
College and Tufts University. A high school social
studies teacher of twenty-five years, Jenn lives with
her family in the Boston suburbs.

Julia Marie Davis is an American poet and author

of CATBIRD (2024). Her writings have appeared
in several literary magazines and anthologies. She
shares her insights through a biweekly column

on Medium. She is a graduate of Needham High
School, Boston College and Fairfield University.
Her professional background in public relations,
coupled with her training in crisis management from
the Department of Homeland Security, infuse her
storytelling with depth and authenticity.

Janis Robinson Daly is the author of women’s his-
torical fiction with two novels, THE UNLOCKED
PATH (2022) and THE PATH BENEATH HER

FEET (2024). A presentation of how her genealogy
research inspired her to begin writing has made Daly



a sought-after speaker. She is a graduate of Needham
High School and Wheaton College, Norton MA,
at the time, a women’s college. After a professional
career in sales and marketing, Daly now applies her
experience to assisting other authors through a mar-
keting consultancy service.

Moderator: Aliyah Borskiy is a senior at Needham
High School with a passion for writing, filmmaking,
and storytelling. She also aspires to build a career as
an author, director, and book publisher. Next fall,
Aliyah plans to attend the University of Massachu-
setts Ambherst to study communications and public
relations. In her free time, she works as a rhythmic
gymnastics coach, writing her own novel, and
spending time with family and friends. With a deep
appreciation for literature and the arts, she is excited
to moderate this author event and engage in conver-
sations about storytelling, creativity, and the writing
process.

Sponsored by the Needham Free Public Library -
Books available for Purchase and Autographing at
conclusion of presentation. Registration is required
for this event.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/publishing-101-authors-janis-robin-
son-daly-julia-corbett-davis-jenn-bouchard/ and to

register for this event.

Library Foundation of Needham Presents
After the Midnight Ride of...Rachel Revere’s
Untold Story

Thursday, April 10 6:30—8:45 PM

Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

It is May 2, 1775, and Rachel Revere has only heard
from her beloved husband Paul once since his leg-
endary midnight ride on the 18th of April. Still iso-
lated from one another due to the Siege of Boston,
Rachel desperately tries to create a plan to safely take
her children from the reach of the British Regular
Army in Boston. Find out if Rachel is successful in
her perilous mission to unite her family amidst the
wake of an American Revolution.

Judith Kalaora is a professional educator & living
historian. She founded History At Play™, LLC

(HAP) in 2010 to chronicle the lives of influential
and often forgotten figures.

Gloria Greis, Executive Director of the Needham
History Center & Museum will be present to talk
about the “Needham” connection.

Refreshments will be served.

This event is sponsored by the Library Foundation
of Needham.

Registration is required, and have a current capacity
limit of 70 for this event.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/library-foundation-of-needham-pres-

ents-after-the-midnight-ride-of-rachel-revere-s-un-

told-story/ to register for this event.

The
WISDOM
of
MORRIE

Living and Aging
Creatively & Joplully

MORRIE SCHWARTZI

The Legacy of Morrie from “Tuesdays With Mor-
rie”: Two new books from Heather Pillar and Rob
Schwartz

Monday, April 14  7:30-8:30 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

In 1995, photographer and teacher Heather Pillar
collaborated with Morrie Schwartz to document
Morrie during the last six months of his life strug-



gling with ALS. The project illustrates Morrie’s
philosophies about death and dying through pho-
tographs Pillar made of him interacting with family,
friends, and caregivers. Over a quarter-century later,
Morrie’s wisdom resonates with people around the
world due to the best-selling memoir: Tuesdays with
Morrie by Mitch Albom. Morrie’s warmth and vital-
ity comes through in each photograph to illustrate
love and loss and the power of community. Morrie’s
son, Rob Schwartz, has published a book written

by Morrie a few years before his illness. Its theme is
living a joyous and fulfilling life while aging. Rob
rediscovered the manuscript, edited it and brought
it to print so people could hear from the man him-
self. Together the two books make a wonderful new
evolution of the Morrie story.

About the books:

Memento Morrie: Images of Love and Loss, pub-
lished by Daylight Books, will be available for pur-
chase. It includes 44 duotones and four outstanding
essays from professionals in their own fields plus
short stories from interviews with Morrie’s friends
and family. Some images are paired with Morrie’s
now famous aphorisms giving imagery to the bit-
tersweet themes of end-of- life: building a caring
community; friends; family; caregiving; self-care;
spirituality; and death and beyond.

The Wisdom of Morrie is by Morrie Schwartz, the
beloved subject of the multi-million copy bestselling
memoir Tuesdays with Morrie. Written by Morrie
himself and edited by his son Rob, The Wisdom of
Morrie is a profound and beautiful book from Mor-
rie’s previously unpublished manuscript on how to
experience aging as a positive, creative, and connect-
ed experience..

About the authors:

Heather Pillar, photographer and teacher, has lived,
taught and photographed in seven countries over
four continents during the past 25 years. Her per-
sonal and collaborative photographic projects reveal
her ongoing interest in women, girls, education and
aging. For more information, please visit:

https://www.heatherpillar.com.

Rob Schwartz is an entrepreneur, writer, music and
film producer, and son of Morrie Schwartz. He edit-
ed and published of The Wisdom of Morrie (Black-
stone Press) in 2023. Rob also produces musical art-
ists and develops music tech. For more information,
please visit: https://wisdomofmorrie.com/.

Sponsored by the Needham Free Public Library.
Both books available for Purchase and Autograph-

ing at conclusion of presentation, courtesy of
Wellesley Books. Registration is required for this
event.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/memento-morrie-images-of-love-
and-loss-heather-pillar-with-rob-schwartz/ to regis-

ter for this event.

Cup and Chaucer Poetry Writing Workshop with
Needham Poet Laureate Anne E. G. Nydam
Wednesday, April 16  12:30—2:00 PM
Commumty Room, Needham Free Public Library
) g Asabonus for Poetry
Month, please join us
. on Wednesday, April
o 16,2025 from 12:30-2
pm in the Community
Room where Need-
ham’s new Poet Laureate Anne E. G. Nydam will

share a variety of prompts and exercises to get your
poetic muscles moving. Whether you’re already an
experienced poet or you believe that writing poet-
ry isn’t really your thing, come join us to play with
language, express your world in fresh ways, and see
where your creativity takes you.

Registration for this event is required. For more
information, please contact Tamara Dalton at tdal-
ton@minlib.net.

Sponsored by the Needham Free Public Library.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/cup-and-chaucer-an-nfpl-poetry-dis-

cussion-group-celebrates-poetry-month/ to register

for this event.



True Crime Series with Christopher Daley —
February — May 2025
Evil Comes to Pembroke New Hampshire
Tuesday, April 22 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Commumty Room, Needham Free Public Library
P g2 On the morning October 4,

y 1875, 17-year-old Josie Lang-
L maid was on her way to Pem-
| broke Academy in Pembroke
. New Hampshire. What she did
: not know, was that evil was lurk-
i ingin the woods watching her
every move.
That night her decapitated
mutilated body would be found in the woods near
the school and the next morning her head would be
found a half a mile from where the body had been.
The investigation focused on several suspects and
then with the help of a tipster the main suspect was
revealed — and it was quickly found that this was not
his first murder! Through the use of period images
and photographs as well as original photographs of

locations as they appear today, the story is told of
the horrendous serial killer Joseph LaPage and his
trail of murder from Canada to the United States .
Christopher Daley has been speaking all over New
England for the last 30 years and virtually via Zoom
throughout the United States for the past two years
on historical topics of interest, at libraries, historical
societies, schools and all sorts of clubs and organiza-
tions!

This is the 3rd in a series of four True Crime lec-
tures, sponsored by the Library Foundation of
Needham.

To Register for this event go to: https://needham-
ma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/true-crime-

series-with-christopher-daley-evil-comes-to-pem-
broke-new-hampshire/

Artificial Intelligence: How to Navigate the
Biggest Invention Since the Computer

Thursday, April 24  7:30—8:45 PM
Commumty Room, Needham Free Public Library
Artificial intelligence is
the buzzword of the day.
But what is it exactly?
Where did it come from,
and more importantly,
how is it affecting us?
If you've ever won-
dered ifa photo you've seen on social media is real,
or are interested in learning about the benefits of
this daunting technology, come spend an evening
learning about the past, present and future of Al on
Thursday, April 24th. Hosted by Needham resident
and Boston University senior Bella Gonzalez, this
seminar will dive into the intricacies of Al. You're
guaranteed to leave with a new fact or two in your
back pocket!
Sponsored by the Needham Free Public Library.
Registration recommended but not required.
Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/artificial-intelligence-how-to-navi-
gate-the-biggest-invention-since-the-computer/ to

register for this event.

Friends Program: Inside MASTERPIECE:
Behind-the-Scenes with Executive Producer,
Susanne Simpson

Sunday, April 27  2:00—3:30 PM
Commumty Room, Needham Free Public Library

Join the Friends of the Needham
Public Library for an insider con-
versation with Susanne Simpson,
the Head of Scripted Content and
Executive Producer of MASTER-
PIECE—the iconic PBS drama
series produced by GBH in Boston.
Simpson will share behind-the-scenes stories of the
beloved series, a winner of 83 Primetime Emmys®
and 18 Peabody Awards, that has been essential
Sunday night viewing for millions of fans for over 50
years.



You'll learn how your favorite MASTERPIECE
programs are developed from script to cast to on-set
production. Whether literary adaptations or original
drama series, Simpson will share her efforts, amidst

a competitive television landscape, to bring the best
of period costume dramas, mysteries, and contem-
porary programs to the loyal viewers of MASTER-
PIECE. You'll also get a sneak peck at the programs
and talented performances soon to come.

Simpson is a two-time Academy Award® nominee
and a two-time Emmy°-winner for documentary
and drama films. As the head of scripted content
and executive producer of MASTERPIECE, she
has commissioned the upcoming original UK.
productions such as the adaptation of The Forsythe
Saga, Miss Austen and Marble Hall Murders starring
Leslie Manville. Simpson co-produces many UK.
programs including All Creatures Great and Small,
Wolf Hall: The Mirror and the Light, and Maigret.
As executive producer of Downton Abbey, Simpson
was in charge of the most watched drama in PBS
history. She also oversaw co-productions such as
Sherlock, Wolf Hall, and Victoria.

This Program is sponsored by the Friends of the
Needham Public Library. Registration is required, as
we have a current capacity limit of 108.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/friends-program-inside-master-

piece-behind-the-scenes-with-executive-produc-

er-susanne-simpson/ to register for this event.

The Theft of Dignity with Dennis Wise

Tuesday, April29  7:30—8:45 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library
The Theft of Dignity is a lively,
in-person presentation by YA
novelist Dennis Wise that
unpacks teen bullying through
the lens of pop culture.
From hit shows and movies to

books including Dennis’s own
novel On Your Side, we’ll explore how bullying plays
out in stories we all know. It’s a fun, eye-opening way
to dig into a serious topic, with practical ideas for

building a more respectful and connected commu-
nity.

Open to teens, parents, educators, and anyone curi-
ous about peer bullying and what we can do about it.
Sponsored by the Needham Cultural Council.
Registration recommended but not required.
needhamma.assabetinteractive.
com/calendar/the-theft-of-dignity-with-dennis-
wise/ to register for this event.

Please go to https:
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Virtual Programs for April Courtesy of the
Ashland Public Library

Virtual - Local Farms, MA - Produce, Meats,
Dairy, Oh My!

Monday, April 7 @ 7 pm
Virtual - The Intersection of Climate Action and
Romance Novels: A Panel Discussion

Thursday, April 10 @ 7 pm
Virtual - Tudor Queens and Ladies in Waiting: A
Discussion with Authors Nicola Clark and Jade
Scott

Saturday, April 12 @ 10 am
Virtual - The Two Nerdy History Girls Ride
Again!

Monday, April 14 @ 7:00 pm
Virtual - Women’s Fiction Book Recs with Best-
selling Author, Kristan Higgins

Thursday, April 17 @ 6:30 pm Quarterly
Virtual - No More Curse! A History of the Red
Sox with Author and Historian David Kruh

Monday, April 28 @ 7:00 pm

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/

and choose the event you wish to register for to
receive the Zoom Link.
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Virtual Programs for April Courtesy of the
Cary Public Library

VIRTUAL - Tribal Nations: Climate Change Ad-
aptation Planning and Resilience

Tuesday, April 15 at 7:00 PM
Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/

an choose the event you wish to register for to
receive the Zoom Link.

HUNDERSTANDING
BIRD FLU

Monday, Apr. 7 | 7TPM

Virtual Programs for April Courtesy of the
Tewksbury Public Library

- Wednesday, April 2, 7pm: Bestselling Author
Marie Benedict (“The Queens of Crime”)

- Monday, April 7, 7pm: Behind the Headlines -
Understanding Bird Flu

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/

and choose the event you wish to register for to

receive the Zoom Link.

Monthly Book Clubs

The Library currently offers multiple Book Clubs - some live
and some virtual or hybrid. For further information, check
out our Book Clubs page at https://needhamlibrary.org/ser-

vices/reading/book-clubs/ .

Needham Public Library Book
Discussion Group

Meets 2nd Tuesday of

This Month’s Selection:

Sponsored by
the Trustees of the
Needham Free

Public Library

NEXT DISCUSSION: April 8 2025

Notes from the Poet Laureate: Born to Rhyme
by Anne E.G. Nydam

You've probably heard that April is National Poetry
Month, intended to celebrate poets’ role in culture and
to highlight that poetry matters. That means this is the



perfect time to infuse some poetry into your life.

The library’s monthly Cup & Chaucer poetry
discussion group will have two meetings in April. The
first, on April 2 at 12:30pm in the Community Room,
will be the usual format: bring your tea or coffee and a
snack, and join the library to look at several poems by
awell-known poet. The library provides copies of the
poems—no need to read anything in advance—and leads
a discussion after reading them. Plus, as a bonus for
National Poetry Month there will be a second meeting
on Wednesday, April 16 at 12:30 in the Community
Room. At this one I'll be leading a workshop to facili-
tate writing poetry of your own. I'll bring some prompts
and exercises, and we’ll see what we create. Whether
you're an experienced poet or have never written a poem
before, it'll be a chance to stretch those creative muscles
in a fun, no-pressure setting. Click https://needhamma.
assabetinteractive.com/calendar/cup-and-chaucer-an-
nfpl-poetry-discussion-group-6/ to register for the April
2 discussion group (requested, but not required), and

https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/

cup-and-chaucer-an-nfpl-poetry-discussion-group-cel-

cbrates-poetry-month/ for the April 16 writing work-

shop (required, so sign up now!) For more information,
please contact Tamara Dalton at tdalton@minlib.net.

On April 28 the Center at the Heights will be
celebrating Great Poetry Reading Day by reading some
great poetry, of course. Join us at 11:00am, when I’ll be
presenting some of my favorite poems, plus a few poems
of my own, and talking about the role of Poet Laureate

in Needham.

Need some more ways to celebrate National
Poetry Month? Sign up for a Poem-a-Day and start each
day with a poem sent to you. Or celebrate Poem in Your
Pocket Day on April 10 by sharing copies of a favorite
poem in print or via email and social media. (You can
find some suggested poems here, but any poem you love
is perfect). Or even write a poem each day with
NaPoWriMo, which offers prompts and plenty of en-
couragement to keep you going all month.

Of course, Needham’s new Poet Laureate Pro-
gram aims to celebrate poetry all year round, and we’re
excited to be joining Needham Open Studios on the
first weekend of May. This year Needham Open Studios
features about 40 artists in 11 locations all around town,
and 9 of those artists will be hosting Poetry Stations in

addition to their own artwork. Each Poetry Station will
offer a different poem, and we encourage you to visit all
the locations (which you can find marked on the NOS
map) and collect all 9 poems. To celebrate the connec-
tion between poetry and visual arts, each one will be an
example of ekphrastic poetry, which is poetry inspired
by and reflecting on works of art. I myself will be host-
ing one of the Poetry Stations (at the Sunita L. Williams
Elementary School), so if you want to talk about poetry
or art, I'd love to see you.

Happy National Poetry Month!

"k Mass Audubon

MUSEUM PASS OF THE MONTH
The Needham Free Public Library offers 20 different

museum passes which are available to anyone living or
working in Needham with a valid card from the Minute-
man Library Network. Passes can be reserved online at
https://needhamlibrary.org/services/general-services/

museum-passes/ or by calling 781-455-7559.
This Months Featured Museum: Mass Audubon Pass

Have you discovered the benefits of our Mass Audubon
pass? Explore the beauties of Spring with trails, bird-
watching, and baby farm animals! Mass Audubon has
over 55 wildlife sanctuaries and centers throughout Mas-
sachusetts where visitors can learn about and interact
with nature. More than 38,000 acres of protected land
deliver inspiring hilltop views to breathtaking coastal
landscapes, serene woods, and working farms. Visit their
website for a list of locations.

This one-day Library Partner Admission Pass
admits up to 4 people to a Mass Audubon wildlife sanc-
tuary.

With this pass, admission is discounted to $2 per visitor
over the age of 2.

FORNEEDHAM RESIDENTS ONLY
781-259-9500

https://www.massaudubon.org/
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A take home and do on your own time
Craft Program exclusively for Ages 12-18\

Take and Make Craft Pick-Up : Poetry Postcards!
Monday, April 14—Saturday, April 19

The Young Adult Librarian, Erin, and her cohorrt,
Matthew, have created a poetry craft for teens! Reg-
ister for this program to bring home a bag for your-
self to be completed on your own time :)

Are you between 12 and 18 years old? Looking for
something fun and creative to do over April Vaca-
tion? Feel like doing something “old fashioned”?
Want to get into Poetry for Poetry month, but just
don’t know where to start> Why not register for
this fun Poetry Postcard Take and Make Kit?! Make
your own poetry on the back of postcards using old
book pages, magazines words, or whatever else suits
your mood! (examples and some pages/cut-out

words will be included...)

Each kit will have slightly different contents, but
generally speaking kits will include all materials you
may need*

- a few pieces of construction paper

- a black marker

- a few sheets of text / printed book paper
- a glue stick

- some magazine pages

- a few different blank postcards to get

creative with!
*not included: Scissors

Participants can keep all supplies, but we love it
when we get photos of completed works to share
with others! (or, you could even send your complet-
ed postcard back to us at the library!)

Any questions? Feel free to email Erin at neeya@
minlib.net

Kits will be available to be picked up the week of
Monday April 14 - Saturday, April 19th (beginning
on Monday at 1 PM through Saturday at 5 PM) on

the 2nd floor of the Library at the Reference desk.
A follow up email will be sent to all participants
with further instructions and to notify them when
the kits are actually ready to be picked up.

Happy Crafting!

Please note that Registration is Required, and will
be limited to the first 20 people at the moment.
Each participant will need to sign up individually
for a kit. Registration will open on Monday, March
31stat 9 AM and will close Friday, April 18th at 12
PM (or when all kits have been reserved) to ensure
we have time to prepare the kits for everyone.

Go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/

calendar/take-and-make-craft-pick-up-found-and-

blackout-poetry-for-ages-10-18-2/ to register for a
kit.

Gaming and
Chill Zone

Gaming and Chill Zone for Grades 7 and up!
Tuesday, April 22 2:00 - 4:00 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Looking for something fun to do on a school va-
cation afternoon? Grades 7 and Up are welcome

to come our Young Adult Librarian, Erin for an
IN-PERSON gaming program for all kinds of fun!
Board games, card games, a mini foosball table,
X-Box One games ... we got games (and hula hoops).

Feel free to bring your own too!

Not into gaming? Join us in the Community Room
just to hang out with friends in a different setting
(maybe do some coloring?! - you never know, an
Impromptu Doodle Club Meeting may pop up at
one of the tables too!)

Registration is recommended at https://needham-
ma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/gaming-and-

chill-zone-for-tweens-teens-and-up-16/. (Also helps




for trying to figure out how many snacks and drinks
to provide to attendees!)

Any questions? Feel free to email Erin at neeya@

minlib.net.

Painting with Chelsea! |

IN PERSON!! For Ages 12 - 18
Saturday, April 26, 2025
from 2:00-4:00 PM

IN-PERSON Painting with Chelsea for Ages 12 -
18 years old

Saturday, April 26 2:00 - 4:00 PM

Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Looking for something fun to do at the end of April
Vacation? Well, this might give you something to do
at least 1 of those afternoons!

Join Chelsea Brown for an adventure in painting

... we'll be painting a bit of outdoor fun with a cute
mushroom and snail combination! Register and
participate in this in-person paint afternoon! Paint
a fun masterpiece of your own.

*Registration Required, Sign-ups will open on April
7th and will close when filled (or the day before the
program at the absolute latest) to ensure that ev-
eryone registered will get supplies. If there is space
and you are interested in attending after registration
closes, please email neeya@minlib.net and we can
see what we can do.

Go to: https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/

calendar/in-person-painting-with-chelsea-for-ag-

es-12-18/

Limited to the first 15 participants ages 12-18 years
of age, wait list if necessary

*This will be an IN-PERSON Program. Partici-
pants must be able to attend for full program length
(2 hours) and arrive in a timely manner so as to not
hold up others. Registrants will be notified and
reminded a week before the program with any fol-
low-up information that may be needed.

Individuals.

Communities!

Information.The World|

We bring it all together.

Did you know...

You can now renew your expiration date on library
card online? All cards expire every five years and will

need to be renewed. Click on the link to eRENEW

(https://www.minlib.net/erenew) or you can access

it from our webpage from the link located below the
Minuteman Catalog. Just follow the instructions on
the page. If there is an issue doing this, please give

the library a call at 781-455-7559 X81051 and we
will be happy to assist you.

Visit...

N2 °
>§ Friends’

~ Book Shop

On the First Floor
Under the Windows

Children’s Events for the month of April

2025 can be found at:
https://needhamlibrary.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/03/April-2025-Childrens-
Event-Calendar.pdf




