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ARY highlighting ongoing services.....

Get our new library app,
Minuteman Mobile. An app
which offers easy mobile

Get our new app!
Minuteman Mobile

searching & requesting, li-
brary card account functions
and links to our library ser-
vices. Available in the Apple
App Store and Google Play
Store starting May 1. To get started, search for
minuteman mobile, download the app, select your

library and enter your library card number.

This month’s category for the Mass Center for the
Book Reading Challenge 2025: A book with a
first sentence of eight words or less. Check out the
monthly display on the Second Floor Bridge for
suggested titles. More information about this pro-

gram can be found by clicking on the Mass Center
for the Book.

We offer programs for all ages, both virtual and in
person. You can click on https://needhamlibrary.
org/events/ to be sent to our Event Calendar to
register for the events listed. Not everything will
be listed in the newsletter, so check out https://

needhamlibrary.org/ for more information about

upcoming services.

New Sunday Hours
(1:00-5:00 PM) begin Sunday,
May 26-Sunday, August 24
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Spirits of Fashion presents Pride and
Prejudice of Fashion: The Jane Austen Era
Sunday, May4 2:00—3:30 PM

Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Celebrate the anniversary of

' the birth of Jane Austen as we

- wander through the wardrobes
% of some of Miss Austen’s most

- famous characters. Explore the
| silhouettes of the clothing worn
¢~ by the ladies and gentlemen of
the day, while learning about

the accessories they would have used and the reasons
behind their usage. Together, we will travel through
time to a long-ago era of opulence, social graces, and
a gentler way of life.

Karen (Ren) Antonowicz received her Master’s
Degree in Textiles, Fashion Merchandising, and De-
sign, with a concentration in Historic Costume &
Textiles from the University of RI. She then taught
History of Fashion and other courses full time at the

college level for 13 years, and taught part time in the
CE Program at the RI School of Design.

Spirits of Fashion was developed by Ren as a vehicle
for conducting these various lectures and workshops
on all eras of Fashion History.

This event is sponsored by the Library Foundation
of Needham.

To Register for this event go to: https://needham-
ma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/spirits-of-

fashion-presents-pride-and-prejudice-of-fashion-
the-jane-austen-era/




Survival & Valor

The inspiring life of Staff Sergeant Henry

Survival: The History of the American
Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor
Tuesday, April6  7:30—8:45 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Come hear the remarkable life story of Staff Sargent
Henry “Hank” Wilayto, a Polish immigrant’s son
who survived 7 years in foster care after his mother’s
untimely death when he was 8.

He later enlisted in the Armed Forces and was sta-
tioned in the Philippine Islands where he endured
the infamous Bataan Death March and spent 3 %
years in Japanese prison camps.

Upon his return, he became a founding member of
the America Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor,
a national organization that served thousands of

POW veterans.

Don’t miss this extraordinary tale, along with pre-
cious artifacts, as shared by his daughter, Anne
Wilayto Bishop.

This event is sponsored by the Library Foundation
of Needham.

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/survival-the-history-of-the-ameri-

can-defenders-of-bataan-and-corregidor/ to register

for this event.

True Crime Series with Christopher Daley
February — May 2025
New England’s First Serial Killer - (The North-
woods Murderer)
Tuesday, May 20 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

On September 24, 1872,
14-year-old Georgianna
Lovering went missing from
her home in Northwood,
New Hampshire.

A massive search for the girl |
ensued. Her shawl and hair |

comb were found in an area |/

where it appeared a scuffle
had taken place. Searchers feared she had been mur-

dered.

Later, her eccentric Uncle, Franklin Evans’ behav-

ior aroused suspicion from the locals and he was
brought in for questioning, he eventually confessed
to Georgianna’s murder and led the police to her
body. The body was found to be mutilated with
organs removed. Evans would lead authorities to the
spot where he had secreted them.

Evans was tried and convicted of the Lovering
murder and sentenced to death by hanging. While
awaiting the sentence to be carried out Evans be-
gan to confess to numerous other murders in New
Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts - most no-
tably the famous unsolved Bussey Woods Murders
that happened in Boston in 1865.

This presentation will examine Franklin Evans and
his murderous life as New England’s first serial killer
through the use of period and modern photographs,

maps and newspapcer sources. .

Christopher Daley has been speaking all over New
England for the last 30 years and virtually via Zoom
throughout the United States for the past two years
on historical topics of interest; at libraries, historical
societies, schools and all sorts of clubs and organiza-
tions!

This is the 4th in a series of four True Crime lectures,

sponsored by the Library Foundation of Needham.

To Register for this event go to: https://needham-
ma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/true-crime-

series-with-christopher-daley-new-englands-first-

serial-killer-the-northwoods-murderer/




Virtual Programs - May 2025

Virtual Programs for May Courtesy of the
Ashland Public Library

Virtual - Author Shannon Reed Discusses “Why
We Read” (Take Two)

Monday, May 5 @ 7:00 PM

Virtual - Author Heather Wolf Discusses:
Experience Spring Bird Migration to the Fullest

Monday, May 12 @ 7 pm
Virtual - SciFi/Fantasy Book Recs with Kristen of
the Fantasy Cafe

Thursday, May 15 @ 6:30 PM
Virtual - Q&A with Romance and Mystery
Writer Olivia Waite

Monday, May 19 @ 7:00 pm
Virtual - Q&A with Romance Author Nalini
Singh on “Archangel’s Ascension”: There WILL
Be Spoilers!

Wednesday, May 28 @ 7:00 PM

Please go to https://needhamlibrary.org/events/

and choose the event you wish to register for to
receive the Zoom Link.

Virtual Program for May Courtesy of the
Watertown Public Library

VIRTUAL - Make Your Money
Work For You

Tuesday, May 13 @ 7:00 PM

Please go to https://needhamli-
brary.org/events/ an choose the
) event you wish to register for to
receive the Zoom Link.

Monthly Book Clubs

The Library currently offers multiple Book Clubs - some live
and some virtual or hybrid. For further information, check

out our Book Clubs page at https://needhamlibrary.org/ser-
vices/reading/book-clubs/ .

Needham Public Library Book
Discussion Group

The Library will be closed
Monday, May 26 in honor
of Memorial Day




POET
LAUREATE
NEEDHAM

Notes from the Poet Laureate: There Once Was a
Poet from Needham by Anne E.G. Nydam

National Poetry Month in April may be over, but May
has a couple of poetic high points of its own. First, I
have to give another plug for the Needham Poet Lau-
reate’s participation in Needham Open Studios, which
is coming right up on the first weekend of May. This
year Needham Open Studios features about 40 artists
in 11 locations all around town, and 10 of those artists
will be hosting Poetry Stations in addition to their own
artwork. Each Poetry Station will offer a different poem,
and we encourage you to visit all the locations (which
you can find marked on the NOS map) and collect all
ten poems. To celebrate the connection between poetry
and visual arts, each one will be an example of ekphras-
tic poetry, which is poetry inspired by and reflecting on
works of art. I myself will be hosting one of the Poetry
Stations (at the Sunita L. Williams Elementary School),
so if you want to talk about poetry or art, I'd love to see
you there.

Then of course on the first Wednesday of the month
the poetry discussion group Cup & Chaucer will meet
at 12:30pm in the Community Room at the Needham
Free Public Library. The library provides copies of sev-
eral poems by a well-known poet and leads a discussion
after reading them. (Registration requested, but not
required. Click here to register for the May 7 meeting,.
For more information, please contact Tamara Dalton at
tdalton@minlib.net.)

But the day I really want to highlight is May 12, Nation-
al Limerick Day. You may think of limericks as being
naughty, and indeed there have been folklorists who ar-
gue that violation of taboo is part of the form’s function,
and if it isn’t obscene, it isn’t a true limerick. On the
other hand, Edward Lear is also famous for his limericks,
which are goofy nonsense rhymes for children. (They
were also written before the first known use of the word
“limerick” as applied to the poem. But the first known
reference, in a newspaper in 1880, isn’t obscene, either,

so clearly the G and PG versions have been around just
as long as the R-rated versions.)

Limericks are a uniquely English poetic form, and for
anyone who doesn’t know, a limerick is a 5 line poem
with the rhyme scheme AABBA. There’s a distinctive
rhythm, in which the A lines are longer and the B lines
are short, which you'll immediately recognize if you've
ever heard a limerick before. The first line introduces a
character and often ends with a place name, and part of
the comic effect is the contortions necessary to make
it thyme. (Lear’s limericks usually repeat the last word
of the first line again for the last line, but I think that’s
cheating.) Whether naughty or merely silly, a limerick
should be humorous, and ideally have a bit of a twist in
the punch line.

Here’s my attempt at a poet laureate limerick:
A woman in Needham named Nydam
Helps her neighbors learn poems delight ‘em.
Cry the people of Needham,
As they write ‘em and read ‘em,
“We love poetry ad infinitum!”

So, do you have a favorite limerick? And is it one you
can share in polite company?

Happy National Poetry Month!
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MUSEUM PASS OF THE MONTH
The Needham Free Public Library offers 20 different

museum passes which are available to anyone living or
working in Needham with a valid card from the Minute-
man Library Network. Passes can be reserved online at
https://needhamlibrary.org/services/general-services/

museum-passes/ or by calling 781-455-7559.

This Months Featured Museum: New England Botan-
ic Garden at Tower Hill

Have you visited the New England Botanic Garden at
Tower Hill? Located in Boylston, MA, and open year-



round, the New England Botanic Garden at Tower
Hill features carefully planned gardens and collections
of ornamental, edible and native plants, with a number
of trails that traverse the 132-acre property. In addi-
tion, there are many programs and events, including
classes, lectures, art exhibits and concerts. The Garden
is run by the Worcester County Horticultural Soci-
ety, the third oldest active horticultural society in the
United States.

ART IN MOTION, 25 Years of Sculpture by George
Sherwood May 3 — October 12, 2025

Explore an extraordinary collection of kinetic sculp-
tures, masterfully crafted by artist and engineer
George Sherwood. Art in Motion spans an impressive
25 years of Sherwood’s artistic journey, showcasing

17 intricate stainless-steel sculptures that move in the
wind and reflect the sunlight.

Pass admits two guests at half-price. Children 5 and
under are admitted free of charge.

New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill is open
daily 10 AM-5 PM, with last admission time of 4:30
PM.

11 French Drive, Boylston, MA 01505-0598
508-869-6111

https://www.nebg.org

BRIGHTEN
YOUR DAY WITH A

LITTLE COLOR!

- COLORFUL CREATIONS CRAFTERNOON -
A CRAFT AFTERNOON PROGRAM FOR TEENS AGES 12 - 18

Teen Crafternoon Program (Ages 12 - 18)!
-IN PERSON

Wednesday, May 7 2:00—3:30 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Happy May, friends! We understand that it’s been
a little exhausting with everything happening in the
world right now, so why not take a moment (or an
hour and a half?) for yourself to just chill out and
make some colorful artwork with friends? May is
Mental Health Awareness Month, so let us get in
touch with our inner artists.

This program - though fun for younger folks, is for
our Teen population - so Erin will be sticking strictly
to ages 12 - 18 for this one (with a heat element, it
gets a little tricky for our younger friends).

We'll have some coloring sheets, some crayons, some
canvases, and a hot air element to create some extra
special and extra colorful creations!

Any questions? Feel free to email Erin at neeya@
minlib.net

*Note that registration is strongly recommended, as
supplies purchased and on hand may be at a mini-
mum and to contact in case of a change in location/
time.”*

Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.

com/calendar/teen-crafternoon-program-ages-12-
18-in-person/ to register for this event.

HIGH SCHOOL
AP EXAM STUDY NIGHTS!

NEEDHAM STUDENTS IN GRADES 9 - 12 WELCOME

Study with your friends and classmates for your AP Exams!

Snacks and Beverages available for attendees

AP Exam Study Afternoon - All the Things!
Thursday, May 8 2:30—5:30 PM

Monday, May 12 2:30—5:30 PM
Community Room, Needham Free Public Library

Need to Study for an upcoming AP exam? Don't
want to study alone? Still have some questions? Get
some help from your classmates (and Ms. Rowse!)

Feel free to bring snacks and your own food, but
some will be provided to attendees (who stay in the
room for the program) as well!

..and who knows, we may even get a visit from Rock-
et or Ghost!

Registration is reccommended at https://needham-

ma.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/ap-exam-study-

afternoon-all-the-things-3/ for the Thursday session

and at https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.com/

calendar/ap-exam-study-afternoon-all-the-things-4/




for the Monday session. (Also helps for trying to
figure out how many snacks and drinks to provide to
attendees!)

Any questions? Feel free to email Erin at neeya@

minlib.net .

Did you know...
Our Collection is
Growing!

You may have noticed a change in how our books are
organized—our mystery collection has now joined
the fiction section! This move gives us more room to
grow not just our mystery titles, but also our science
fiction, romance, fantasy, and historical fiction col-
lections.

It also makes it easier to find all the works by your
favorite authors, especially those who write across
multiple genres. Now, their books will all be in one
place, ready for you to discover and enjoy!

Children’s Events for the month of May

2025 can be found at:
https://needhamlibrary.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/04/May-2025-Childrens-
Event-Calendar.pdf

Friends Program: Author/Musician Dr.
Warren Zanes, “Putting Music to Words: A
Biographer’s Story”

Sunday, June 8  2:00—3:30 PM

Community Room, Needham Free Public Library
Warren Zanes, former member :
of Boston’s Eighties rock band
The Del Fuegos, returns to his
“old neighborhood” to talk

about his life as a writer, musi-

cian, and filmmaker since his
years living in the Boston area.
He’ll discuss his work as Tom
Petty’s and Bruce Springsteen’s
biographer, along with his work in film. He’ll give
special attention to the border crossings that have
punctuated his career as he’s gone from making
music to writing about it (and back again).

Dr. Zanes—who holds a Ph.D. in visual and cul-
tural studies from the University of Rochester—is
a New York Times bestselling author and a Gram-
my-nominated documentary producer. For ten
years he was the Executive Director of The Rock
and Roll Forever Foundation, after serving as the
VP of Education and Programs at The Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum. Dr. Zanes has
taught at several American universities, including
Case Western Reserve University, University of
Rochester, Colorado College, The School of Visu-
al Arts, and, currently, New York University. His
writing has appeared in the Los Angeles Times,
Rolling Stone, the New York Times, the Oxford
American, and more.

His book, Deliver Me from Nowbhere: The Making
of Bruce Springsteen’s Nebraska, is currently in pro-
duction with 20th Century Fox, directed by Scott
Cooper and starring Jeremy Allen White. Zanes is
an executive producer on the project.

This event will be preceded by a short Annual
Meeting of the Friends of the Needham Public
Library.

This Program is sponsored by the Friends of the
Needham Public Library. Registration is required,

as we have a current capacity limit of 108.



Please go to https://needhamma.assabetinteractive.
com/calendar/friends-program-author-musician-dr-
warren-zanes-putting-music-to-words-a-biographer-

s-story/_to register for this event.
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MIDDLE + HIGH SCHOOLERS ARE WELCOME TO DROP IN!
NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

ITIES

Common Ground Conversations BRAIN BREAK ACTIV

i Jetoper 7th
Needham Free Public Library
Community Room
Mondays from 3:30PM - 4:30PM

Please contact: Community Outreach Clinician, Tony Seric - asericaneedhamma.gov [ (781) 467 - 6983




